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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE CONFERENCE CALL 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
TO DISCUSS/DECIDE 

ON ERP COMPLIANT COKE/BLUESTONE COKE’S MEMBERSHIP IN ACCCI 
 

Friday, January 10, 2020 
2:00 PM EST 

 
  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Board Chairman Rob Carlin called the conference call to order at 2:05 PM EST. 
 
ACCCI President David Ailor noted that he had provided various meeting materials to Board 
members via e-mail before the call. 

 
II. THOSE PRESENT 

 
A. Introductions 

 
Those present introduced themselves.  The following were present: 

 
Directors 
Rob Carlin, Chairman DTE Energy Services 
Dean Bishop, Vice Chairman ABC Coke 
Jeff Wozek, Secretary-Treasurer SunCoke Energy 
Ron Burnette DTE Energy Services 
Rob Gray Hickman, Williams and Company 
Dave Schoen Koppers, Inc. 
Mike Rhoads U. S. Steel 
 
Other Company Representatives 
Sharon Parker ABC Coke 
 
Staff 
David Ailor President 
Jan Deitch (via telephone) Director of Administration 
David Menotti General Counsel 
 

B. Approval of Sharon Parker as an Alternate Director for the Call 
 

Sharon Parker, Vice President of Sales for ABC Coke, reported that Dickie 
Owens (ABC Coke) was unable to participate in the call and that he would 
like the Board to allow her to participate in the call as an Alternate 
Director.  She stated that she had received the materials that had been 
distributed to the Board in advance of the call.  It was MOVED and 
SECONDED to approve Mr. Owens’ request.  The motion PASSED. 
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III. ERP COMPLIANT COKE/BLUESTONE COKE’S MEMBERSHIP IN ACCCI 
 

Mr. Ailor reported that, notwithstanding numerous ACCCI inquiries over the past year, Bluestone 
Coke (formerly, ERP Compliant Coke) was still delinquent in its 2019 Annual Dues, to the order of 
$50,500.00.  Insofar as recent ACCCI inquiries, on November 12, 2019, at the direction of the 
Board, Mr. Ailor had sent Don Wiggins, one of the two Board members for the company, an e-mail 
demanding payment of the company’s 2019 Annual Dues within 30 calendar days (see pp. 1-24 of 
the meeting materials.  The 30-day deadline for payment was Thursday, December 12, 2019, and 
ACCCI received no response or payment whatsoever.  Mr. Ailor asked those present on the call how 
they wanted to proceed. 
 
Mr. Menotti recommended that, as a first of two steps, the Board suspend the company from 
ACCCI, as prescribed in Article VIII (“Dues”) of ACCCI’s Bylaws.  Article VIII reads, as follows: 
 

 “Any member whose dues remain unpaid for more than three (3) months after the date 
when they are due and payable may, by order of the Board of Directors, be suspended 
from the Corporation until his dues have been paid.  During suspensions, member rights 
to attend meetings and to any other privileges of membership in the Corporation shall 
also be suspended.” 

 
It was MOVED and SECONDED to proceed in accordance with the recommendation.  The motion 
PASSED. 
 
Mr. Ailor said that ACCCI staff would immediately remove ERP Compliant Coke/Bluestone Coke 
from all ACCCI Distribution lists and that he would work with Mr. Menotti in notifying the 
company that its membership had been suspended. 
 
Article VIII also discusses the second of two steps that Mr. Menotti recommended, proscribing, as 
follows: 
 

“If the dues of any member remain unpaid for a term of one year, the name of such 
defaulting member may be stricken from the membership list by the Board of Directors, 
and thereupon all of such member's rights in the property of the Corporation shall be 
terminated and extinguished.” 
 

Ms. Deitch reported that she had sent 2019 invoices to all ACCCI member companies, 
including ERP Compliant Coke/Bluestone Coke, on January 18, 2019, for payment by 
February 18, 2019.  On that basis, ERP Compliant Coke/Bluestone Coke’s invoices will be 
delinquent by one year on February 19, 2020.  Mr. Menotti commented that, considering the 
company’s membership is now suspended, there was no urgent need for the Board to take 
action on striking the company from the membership list before the Board meets again on 
April 23, 2020, during ACCCI’s 2020 Annual Meeting at the Westin Hilton Head Island 
Resort & Spa on Hilton Head Island, SC.  Those present agreed. 
 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
A. Unpaid Annual Dues/Other Invoices by Former ACCCI Member Company Erie Coke 
 

Mr. Menotti asked those present if anyone knew whether former ACCCI member company 
Erie Coke, which had permanently closed in the fall of 2019, had filed for bankruptcy.  
None knew. 
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Mr. Menotti recommended that ACCCI staff monitor bankruptcy filings in the area and, if 
Erie Coke has filed or does file, submit to the court overseeing those bankruptcy 
proceedings the documents necessary to register ACCCI/COETF’s claim on whatever funds 
are paid via those proceedings, towards ACCCI/COETF recovering some of that company’s 
unpaid invoices.  Those present agreed. 

 
B. Proposed 2020 Dues Changes for Several ACCCI Membership Categories 
 

Mr. Schoen, Chairman of ACCCI’s Membership Committee, reported that he and Messrs. 
Bishop and Rhoads were recommending for Board approval ACCCI’s increasing 2020 
Annual Dues for any company not a coke producer or tar distiller (see pp. 25-33).  
Membership categories to which the increase would apply include “Builder/Supplier,” 
“Coke/Coal/Coke Byproduct Sales Agent/Broker,” “Chemical Producer/Processor,” 
“Metallurgical Coal Producer” and “Transportation Company.”  Annual dues for 
“Coke/Coal/Coke Byproduct Sales Agent/Broker” would no longer be tied to annual sales, 
but be a flat $6,000.00/year.  Dues for the other four categories would increase to 
$5,000.00/year. 
 
After a full discussion, it was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the recommendation.  
The motion PASSED. 
 

C. Draft Recruitment Letter for Prospective Members 
 

Vice Chairman Bishop asked those present for feedback on a draft letter that he and Messrs. 
Rhoads and Schoen had developed to send to prospective members regarding ACCCI 
membership and sponsorship of the 2020 Annual Meeting.  He explained that they would 
like to “… use this as a template moving forward for all membership recruitment 
invitations.” 
 
Those present were generally agreeable to the contents of the draft letter (see pp. 34-35).  
All favored putting the letter on ACCCI letterhead and its being undersigned by Mr. Ailor, 
as ACCCI President.  Mr. Ailor will work with Messrs. Bishop, Rhoads and Schoen on 
finalizing the letter, towards their using it in recruiting new members. 
 
Mr. Bishop concluded by reporting that Paul Saffrin, formerly a Board member representing 
Erie Coke/Tonawanda Coke, would like a coke oven repair company that he owns/operates 
(Vanocur) to be a member of ACCCI.  Mr. Bishop asked if anyone objected to Vanocur 
joining.  None did.  Mr. Ailor noted that any company that meets the membership criteria 
set forth in ACCCI’s Bylaws is eligible for membership in ACCCI. 

 
D. Planned Change Insofar As Those Invited to Attend Future Meetings of ACCCI’s 

MESH Committee 
 

In the absence of MESH Committee Chairman Mike Rhoads, who had to drop off the call 
early, Mr. Ailor reported on a planned change to those invited to attend future meetings of 
ACCCI’s MESH Committee.  A January 8, 2020, e-mail from Mr. Rhoads (see pp. 36-37) 
explained the change, as follows: 
 

“The MESH committee chairs met by conference call [on January 7] to begin 
preparation of the Spring 2020 MESH agenda.  We discussed a revised format, 2 
day meeting.  Day 1 would cover Safety and Health, Regulatory and 
Environmental items in the morning.  A plant tour would be conducted in the 
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afternoon on day 1 (Spring meeting plan is to tour Sun Coke Middletown 
facility).  These activities would be limited to Merchant/Integrated coke 
producers and tar refiners, consistent with past MESH meetings, due to the 
sensitivity of some of the Regulatory and Environmental discussion during this 
part of the agenda. 
 
The proposed change would involve allowing supplier members to join the 
MESH group for dinner on the evening of Day 1.  We would also open the Day 2 
meeting activities to any/all supplier members (coal suppliers, brokers, and 
industry suppliers).  The day 2 agenda will be focused strictly on technical 
presentations (Manufacturing/Technology/Safety/Environmental).” 
 

Mr. Ailor elaborated on the planned change by explaining that (1) supplier members 
attending the meeting would only be assessed a registration fee of ½ of the $150.00 
assessed to Merchant/Integrated coke producers and tar refiners, considering they 
would only be attending ½ of the meeting; and, (2) if they attend the group dinner, 
they, like Merchant/Integrated coke producers and tar refiners that attend, would be 
assessed their share of the dinner costs. 
 
None present on the call had any problems/concerns with the planned change. 
 

E. Preparations for ACCCI’s 2020 Annual Meeting 
 

Mr. Ailor reminded those present that, with the approved budget for 2020 providing no 
funds for bringing in outside speakers for the 2020 Annual Meeting, thought was being 
given to seeking speakers from those who might be already planning to attend the Annual 
Meeting.  Three outside speakers have historically spoken at the Annual meetings.  Mr. 
Bishop, who is the Program Chair for the 2020 Annual Meeting, and Mr. Rhoads have 
volunteered to serve on a Program Task Force to develop a Program inclusive of speakers 
for the Annual Meeting.  The Task Force needs to complete the Program by the end of 
January 2020 because, in early February, ACCCI will be providing the membership with a 
Meeting Notice inclusive of the Program, towards members making plans to attend. 
 

F. The COETF’s Agreeing to Honor a Request by the ACCCI Board that the COETF 
Absorb a Portion of Mr. Ailor’s Monthly ACCCI Retainer during 2020 and, 
Potentially, Beyond 

 
Mr. Ailor reported that, during December 2019, the Coke Oven Environmental Task Force 
(COETF), a semi-independent entity under ACCCI that is managed by ACCCI staff, had 
agreed to honor a request by the Board that the COETF absorb a portion of his ACCCI 
monthly retainer during 2020 and, potentially, beyond.  A letter memorializing this 
agreement is being prepared.  The final letter will be signed by COETF Chair Katie Kistler 
(AK Steel) and Board Chairman Carlin. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:05 PM EST.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ _ _________________________ 
David C. Ailor, P.E., President 
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/s/__________ 
Rob Carlin, Chairman 
 
/s/_______________ 

  David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
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