
AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 

              
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Owens called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM EDT and noted the presence of a quorum.  
He recognized and thanked Paul Saffrin (Tonawanda Coke) for serving as Program Chairman for 
the Spring Meeting.  He also recognized Bruce Steiner, the immediate past President of and now a 
consultant to ACCCI, who was an invited guest at the Board meeting.  Lastly, he asked for a 
moment of silence in remembrance of former Board member Bob Mason (ABC Coke), who passed 
away on February 5. 
 
NOTE:  Various meeting materials discussed during the meeting were provided to Board members 
before the meeting in the form of a Board book, which is on file at ACCCI’s offices. 

 
II. THOSE PRESENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The following persons were present: 
 
Directors 
Dickie Owens, Chairman   ABC Coke 
Rob Carlin     DTE Energy Services 
Rob Gray     Hickman & Williams 
Joe Dowd     Koppers, Inc. 
Bruce Kingsbury    Matrix NAC 
Barry Elswick     SunCoke 
Jeff Wozek     SunCoke 
Paul Saffrin     Tonawanda Coke 
Carol Farrell     Walter Coke 
Ron Schoen     Walter Coke 
 
Staff 
David Ailor     President 
David Menotti     General Counsel 
Bruce Steiner     ACCCI Consultant 
 
General Counsel David Menotti provided a brief anti-trust compliance statement. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 11, 2014, BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 

It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2014, Board of 
Directors meeting (pages 3-5 of the meeting materials).  There being no additions or corrections, 
the minutes were APPROVED without exception. 

 
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATES 
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A. REGULATORY AFFAIRS UPDATE 
 

Mr. Ailor reported on issues being addressed by the MESH Committee, the Coke Oven 
Environmental Task Force, and the Coal Chemicals Committee.  An outline of the topics 
covered is included in the meeting materials provided to Board members prior to the 
meeting (pages 6-10 of the meeting materials). 

 
B. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

 
Mr. Ailor summarized coke import statistics through February 2015 (page 11 of the 
meeting materials).  He also noted the upcoming Met Coke 2015 Conference from October 
27-29 in Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
C. MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
Mr. Ailor reported there has been no change in membership since the previous meeting.  
As requested at prior meetings, Directors were urged to promote ACCCI membership to 
their business contacts. 

 
V. STATISTICAL PROGRAMS REPORT 
 

Mr. Ailor reported on the status of ACCCI’s quarterly statistical reports and annual benchmarking 
surveys (page 12 of the meeting materials). 

 
VI. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Mr. Owens and Mr. Ailor led a review of ACCCI’s most recent monthly financial statement - that 
for March 2015, reflecting income and expenses through the end of March (pages 13-18 of the 
meeting materials).  During the discussion which followed, several suggestions were made 
regarding these statements: 

 
• That the monthly statement be revised with the replacement of the column entitled “Budget 

YTD,” which none viewed as particularly informative, with a column for Prior-Year YTD 
expenditures, for year-over-year (YOY) comparability; 
 

• That the monthly statement be revised with removal of the column entitled “Yr. End 
Projection,” as none viewed it as particularly informative or necessary because the yearend 
projection is typically not adjusted very frequently (If there is a need to update the full-year 
projection to reflect an extraordinary expense or expenditure expected during the year, a 
footnote can be added as a prompt for Board discussion); and, 
 

• That the monthly statements be sent to the entire Board of Directors, as opposed to just the 
Officers, which have historically received them. 

 
Review/discussion of these three suggestions concluded with several decisions being made, 
including decisions that (1) Carol Farrell, who made the first two suggestions, would send Mr. 
Ailor an e-mail explaining both suggestions; and, (2) Mr. Ailor, in turn, would send Ms. Farrell’s e-
mail to the Board, together with a monthly statement that incorporates both suggestions, for the 
Board’s review/consideration and direction on all three suggestions. 
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VII. MEETINGS UPDATE 
 

A. MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

Mr. Ailor updated those present on upcoming ACCCI meetings, including the 2015 Annual 
Meeting scheduled for October 3-4, 2015, at the Omni Grove Park Inn in Asheville, NC; 
the Fall 2015 Meeting of the MESH Committee scheduled for October 15-16, 2015, in 
Research Triangle Park, NC; and, the 2016 Spring Meeting scheduled for April 30-May 1, 
2016, at the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort and Spa in Bonita Springs, FL (page 19 
of the meeting materials). 
 

B. Discussion on 2016 Annual Meeting Location 
 

Mr. Ailor asked the Board for feedback on five potential locations identified by ACCCI 
staff for ACCCI’s 2016 Annual Meeting (page 20 of the meeting materials).  During the 
discussion which followed, Chairman Owens suggested the possibility of revising the 
format of one of the two “full membership” meetings that ACCCI holds each year.  He 
made this suggestion in consideration of the difficult economic climate the industry now 
faces. 
 
The two “full membership” meetings that ACCCI currently holds each year include a 
Spring Meeting and an Annual (Fall) Meeting.  Both meetings are held at resort-type 
settings and include several ancillary activities routinely involving spouses (i.e., tours, golf, 
entertainment, paid speakers, etc.). 
 
Chairman Owens suggested revising the format of one of the two meetings, such that it 
would become a Board of Directors “business meeting.”  It would be held at a “non-resort” 
setting and would not include any ancillary activities.  The result is that ACCCI would still 
hold two meetings each year, but each would have a different format, as follows: 
 
• One meeting would be a “full membership” meeting at a resort-type location consistent 

with current Spring and Fall meetings and inclusive of ancillary activities routinely 
involving spouses (i.e., tours, golf, entertainment, paid speakers, etc.); and, 

 
• The second meeting would be a Board of Directors “business meeting” in Washington, 

D.C., Chicago, Atlanta, Pittsburgh, or other location decided by the Board (this 
meeting would not include any ancillary activities). 

 
Currently, ACCCI is committed to holding the 2016 Spring Meeting on April 30–May 1, 
2016, at the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort and Spa in Bonita Springs, FL.  Beyond 
that, ACCCI staff needs to begin planning for the Fall 2016 Meeting, whenever and 
wherever that might be. 
 
The Board’s review/discussion of this suggestion concluded with decisions being made 
that (1) Chairman Owens would send Mr. Ailor an e-mail explaining his suggestion; and, 
(2) Mr. Ailor, in turn, would send Chairman Owens’ e-mail to the Board, for the Board’s 
review/consideration and vote. 
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VIII. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. Appointment of Nominating Committee 
 

Chairman Owens appointed Carol Farrell, Paul Saffrin and himself to serve as the 
Nominating Committee to recommend candidates to fill expiring terms of Directors 
and Officers for election at the 2015 Annual Meeting.  The five Directors and 
Officers with terms expiring in 2015 are Joe Dowd, Mike Durkin, Barry Elswick, 
Dickie Owens and Jeff Wozek.  The Committee will target having its nominations 
in place by September 1, 2015. 
 
Mr. Ailor reported that two member companies not on the Board – Lone Star 
Specialties and Ruetgers – had expressed an interest in being on the Board.  
Additionally, he reported that the integrated steel companies lacked representation 
on the Board; Ray Terza, recently retired from USS, formerly represented steel 
companies on the Board.  The Board’s review/discussion of these matters 
concluded with no decisions being made. 
 

B. Other Business 
 

No other business was discussed. 
 
C. Executive Session 
 

1. COETF (Re)organization 
 

Mr. Ailor reported that during January 2015, EPA’s Office of Air Quality Planning 
and Standards (EPA-OAQPS) had kicked off its long dormant and behind schedule 
Risk and Technology Review (RTR) Rulemaking for Coke Pushing, Quenching, 
and Battery Stacks (PQBS).  EPA-OAQPS’ budget and resource constraints 
remain a limiting factor in the RTR Rulemaking – EPA has no outside consultant 
to assist in the effort.  Its focus for the first six to nine months of 2015 will be 
development of a Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 114 “Information Collection 
Request” (ICR) which, when completed, will be issued to nine of the 10 companies 
that the Agency understands operate U.S. coke plants.  All nine companies will be 
required to complete and return the ICR in two phases – (1) for the basic “Q&A” 
portion of the ICR, within about three months of issuance, or by the end of 2015; 
and, (2) for that portion of the ICR that will require source testing, within about 
nine months of issuance, or by mid-2016 or so.  EPA-OAQPS will provide ACCCI 
with the draft ICR for our review/comment after the draft ICR goes through an 
initial, internal review within the Agency. 
 
Mr. Ailor concluded by noting that this Rulemaking is of the utmost importance to 
the coke industry and, now that EPA is moving forward on it, ACCCI needs to 
make certain that it has all the necessary resources in place to engage the Agency.  
With this in mind, during February and March 2015, he had taken steps to 
reorganize/reconstitute the ACCCI-managed Coke Oven Environmental Task 
Force (COETF), which historically has been the industry organization that has 
engaged EPA on such matters. 
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Chairman Owens agreed on the importance of the Rulemaking and commented 
that one resource will be key to a successful outcome for the industry - Clean Air 
Act (CAA) counsel to guide the COETF.  In mid-January, the ACCCI Board 
decided to task the COETF with getting more formally organized to engage EPA 
on the rulemaking, including selecting a CAA counsel and consultant(s) to assist 
the COETF in developing a strategic plan to engage EPA.  The counsel and 
consultant(s) selected by and the strategic plan developed by the COETF would all 
be subject to approval by the Board. 
 
Current ACCCI General Counsel and historical COETF counsel David Menotti 
explained what he thought was needed in terms of the COETF preparing to engage 
EPA – namely, getting the necessary consultants on board who, rather than 
counsel, would be doing the bulk (80 percent) of the COETF’s work on the 
Rulemaking.  Mr. Menotti presumed that he would continue to serve as COETF 
counsel, notwithstanding his periodic indications that he planned to retire, 
potentially mid-Rulemaking.  Until such time as he did retire, he would 
utilize/mentor a colleague of his at Crowell & Moring in the Rulemaking effort; 
upon his retirement, the Board and COETF could accept or reject his colleague as 
industry counsel. 
 
At this point in the discussion, Chairman Owens asked Mr. Menotti to step out of 
the meeting, to afford Board members greater freedom to speak their mind.  Before 
leaving, Mr. Menotti delegated his responsibilities as antitrust counsel to Mr. 
Ailor. 
 
After a full discussion of the issues, Mr. Menotti was invited to return to the 
meeting.  Upon Mr. Menotti’s return, Chairman Owens (1) confirmed to Mr. 
Menotti that he is ACCCI’s chief counsel on such matters; and (2) asked Mr. 
Menotti to prepare a proposal setting forth his advice on what the industry 
should do to respond to this EPA initiative, and what such a program would 
cost. 
 

2. Other Issues 
 
 No other issues were discussed 

 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:57 AM. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
       
      /s/ David C. Ailor    
      David C. Ailor, P.E., President 

Approved, 
 
/s/ Dickie Owens    
Dickie Owens, Chairman 
 
/s/ David E. Menotti      
David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
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