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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort and Spa 

Bonita Springs, Florida 
 

              
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Owens called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM EDT and noted the presence of a 
quorum.   
 
NOTE:  Various meeting materials discussed during the meeting were provided to Board 
members via e-mail before the meeting in the form of a Board book, which is on file at ACCCI’s 
offices. 

 
II. THOSE PRESENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The following persons were present: 
 
Directors 
Dickie Owens, Chairman   ABC Coke 
Dean Bishop     ABC Coke 
Ron Burnette     DTE Energy Services 
Rob Carlin     DTE Energy Services 
Rob Gray     Hickman & Williams 
Joe Dowd     Koppers, Inc. 
Bruce Kingsbury    Matrix NAC 
Dovie Majors     SunCoke 
Jeff Wozek     SunCoke 
Mike Durkin     Tonawanda Coke 
 
Staff 
David Ailor     President 
Jan Deitch     Director of Administration 
David Menotti     General Counsel 
 
A. Antitrust Statement 
 

General Counsel David Menotti made a brief anti-trust compliance statement.  He 
referenced ACCCI’s antitrust policy which was included as page 1 of the meeting 
materials. 

 
B. Other Announcements 
 

Mr. Owens reviewed the logistics for the meeting, including the emergency exit 
locations, rest room locations, and the details of the golf tournament that would follow 
adjournment of the Board meeting.  
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Next, Mr. Ailor reported on the 2016 Spring Meeting of ACCCI’s MESH Committee 
held on April 7-8 in Savannah, GA.  During his report, he noted that no steel company 
representatives were in physical attendance at the meeting; those who participated, did so 
via a web conference option provided by ACCCI.  Additionally, Mr. Ailor reported that 
ACCCI had incurred more than $2,000 in penalties from the hotel where the meeting was 
held, due to ACCCI’s failure to utilize all the guest rooms the hotel was holding for 
meeting attendees.  This failure was due primarily to two factors, including (1) late 
cancellations by expected attendees; and, (2) some attendees booking their rooms outside 
of the ACCCI room block (i.e., on third-party websites such as Expedia, where they 
could obtain a cheaper room rate than was available under the room block).  Mr. Menotti 
suggested that for future meetings, ACCCI staff seek to have the meeting hotel include a 
provision in the meeting contract whereby ACCCI would earn credit towards the room 
block for any reservations made through an independent source. 
 
Lastly, Mr. Ailor reported that each person/couple in attendance at ACCCI’s May 1 
General Session would receive a copy of Speaker, Alex Epstein’s book, “The Moral Case 
for Fossil Fuels.” 
  

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 3, 2015, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING 
 
It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2015, Board of 
Directors meeting held on Saturday, October 3, 2015, at the Omni Grove Park Inn in Asheville, 
NC (pages 2-6 of the meeting materials).  There being no additions or corrections, the minutes 
were APPROVED without exception. 

 
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATES 
 

A. REGULATORY AFFAIRS UPDATE 
 

Mr. Ailor reported on issues being addressed by the MESH Committee, the Coke Oven 
Environmental Task Force, and the Coal Chemicals Committee.  Documents to which he 
referred during his report were a document entitled “Regulatory-Focused Coalitions in 
Which ACCCI Participates” (pages 7-9 of the meeting materials) in which Mr. Ailor 
highlighted each of the various regulatory-focused environmental and safety coalitions in 
which ACCCI participates; and, a “Regulatory Affairs Update” PowerPoint presentation 
he had prepared for the meeting and furnished electronically to all meeting attendees 
prior to the meeting. Mr. Ailor’s presentation generated a full discussion on the topics 
covered, particularly “EPA’s Risk and Technology Review (RTR) of 2003 MACT 
Standards for Coke PQBS” (pages 6–11 of his PowerPoint presentation); and, “CAA 
112(c)(6) Litigation” (pages 12-14 of his PowerPoint presentation). 
 

B. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
 

Mr. Ailor summarized coke import statistics through February 2016 (page 10 of the 
meeting materials).  
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C. MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

Ms. Deitch and Mr. Ailor reported on changes in membership since the October 3, 2015, 
Board meeting, referring those present to page 11 of the meeting materials.  They 
highlighted the fact that a new coke producer company - – ERP Compliant Coke, LLC, 
which had acquired the assets of Walter Coke, Inc. – had joined ACCCI as a “merchant” 
coke producer.  As at prior meetings of the Board, they urged Board members to promote 
ACCCI membership to their business contacts. 

 
V. STATISTICAL PROGRAMS REPORT 
 

Ms. Deitch and Mr. Ailor reported on the status of ACCCI’s quarterly statistical reports and 
annual benchmarking surveys (page 12 of the meeting materials).  There was a discussion about 
whether or not to keep compiling the Coke Producers HR Benchmarking report, considering the 
poor participation rate.  Mr. Menotti counseled that it is acceptable to continue doing so provided 
that the data are aggregated following the “rule of three,” because the report is antitrust sensitive. 

 
VI. FINANCE REPORT 
 

A. Most Recent (March 2016) Financial Statement 
 

Mr. Owens and Mr. Ailor led a review of ACCCI’s most recent monthly financial 
statement - that for March 2016, reflecting income and expenses through the end of 
March (pages 13-19 of the meeting materials).  Ms. Deitch answered questions regarding 
the new format, which reflects the changes made to the financial statement to satisfy the 
Directors’ desire for clear and complete transparency on the ACCCI monthly financial 
statements insofar as income and expenses related to the COETF, and dues collected for 
the PCTC.  She pointed out that COETF funds are now being administered via a separate 
ACCCI checking account, as was the practice until 2011 when the Board approved 
consolidating all banking and investment instruments to facilitate administration of funds 
and necessary transactions.  At the direction of the Board, ACCCI staff had consulted 
with a professional corporate accountant and with ACCCI Auditor Bob Patton of Patton 
and Company on the best way to convey the requested clear and complete transparency 
for the COETF and PCTC accounts on the ACCCI financial statements moving forward. 
 

B. Other Issues 
 

No other financial issues were reviewed/discussed. 
 
VII. NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
Mr. Owens informed the Board of the report of the 2016 Nominating Committee (page 20 of the 
meeting materials).  The Committee consisted of Mr. Carlin, Mr. Saffrin and Mr. Owens. 
 
A. Proposed Slate of Directors 

 
The proposed slate of Directors are Messrs. Bishop, Castleberry, Gray and Kingsbury.  
They will be nominated for election by the Voting Members during the Annual 
Membership Meeting on May 1.  Messrs. Bishop, Castleberry and Gray are to be 
nominated for three-year terms; Mr. Kingsbury is to be nominated for a two-year term. 
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B. Proposed Slate of New Officers and Vote on Same 
 
The proposed slate of Officers for the next two years are Mr. Saffrin as Chairman; Mr. 
Carlin as Vice Chairman; and, Ms. Majors as Secretary/Treasurer.  There being no 
additional nominees, it was MOVED and SECONDED to elect the slate as proposed.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
VIII. MEETINGS UPDATE 
 

A. MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

Mr. Ailor updated those present on upcoming ACCCI meetings (page 21 of the meeting 
materials), including the Fall 2016 Meeting of the MESH Committee on October 6-7, 
2016 in Birmingham, AL; the 2016 Business Meeting of the Board on the afternoon of 
October 17 at Pittsburgh Marriott City Center in Pittsburgh, PA (i.e., the day before Met 
Coke 2016 scheduled for October 18-20 at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center); and, the 
2017 Annual Meeting on April 29-April 30, 2017, at the Resort at Longboat Key Club in 
Longboat Key, FL. 
 
Regarding the date of the 2016 Business Meeting, the Board decided that, before the 
meeting was formally scheduled, Mr. Ailor should poll Board members on their 
availability for a meeting at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center during the week of the 
Met Coke World Summit, with the two possible meeting dates being the afternoon of 
Monday, October 17, the day before the 20th Annual Met Coke World Summit; and, the 
afternoon of Thursday, October 20, immediately after the 20th Annual Met Coke World 
Summit.  Whichever date was selected, the meeting would be preceded that day by a 
group lunch of the Board and concluded that evening by a group dinner of the Board. 
  The Board directed Mr. Ailor to invite former Board members Andrew Aloe and Ray 
Terza and their spouses to the Reception/Dinner.  

 
B. Other Issues 
 

The Board will discuss sites for the 2018 Annual Meeting during the 2016 Business 
Meeting.  No other issues were discussed. 

 
IX. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. Other Business 

 
No other business was discussed. 

 
B. Executive Session 
 

There was no expressed need for an Executive Session. 
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X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Owens presented closing remarks. There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:21 AM. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
       
      /s/ David C. Ailor    
      David C. Ailor, P.E., President 

Approved, 
 
/s/ Dickie Owens      
Dickie Owens, Chairman 
 
/s/ David E. Menotti      
David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
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