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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 
The Resort at Longboat Key Club 

 Longboat Key, Florida 
 
 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Saffrin called the meeting to order at 8:35 AM EDT and noted the presence of a 
quorum. 
 
NOTE: Various meeting materials discussed during the meeting were provided to Board 
members via e-mail before the meeting in the form of a Board book, which is on file at ACCCI’s 
offices. 

 
II. THOSE PRESENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The following persons were present: 
 

Directors 
Paul Saffrin, Chairman Tonawanda Coke 
Dean Bishop ABC Coke 
Dickie Owens ABC Coke 
Ron Burnette DTE Energy Services 
Rob Carlin DTE Energy Services 
Mike Durkin Erie Coke 
Rob Gray Hickman & Williams 
Joe Dowd Koppers, Inc. 
Bruce Kingsbury Matrix NAC 
Dovie Majors SunCoke Energy 
Jeff Wozek SunCoke Energy 

 
Staff 
David Ailor President 
Jan Deitch Director of Administration 
David Menotti General Counsel 

 
A. Antitrust Statement 

 
General Counsel David Menotti made a brief anti-trust compliance statement. He 
referenced ACCCI’s antitrust policy which was included as page 1 of the meeting materials. 
 

B. Other Announcements 
 
Mr. Saffrin noted that the only Board members unable to attend the Board meeting were 
those from ERP Compliant Coke, Scott Castleberry and Don Wiggins.  Mr. Ailor 
reported that he tried, with much appreciated assistance from ABC Coke and Lone Star 
Specialty Products, to secure EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt as the keynote speaker for 
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the General Session. Mr. Pruitt was unable to accept ACCCI’s invitation.  Mr. Ailor 
concluded by reporting that the leadoff speakers for the General Session are Mr. Dickie 
Owens (ABC Coke) and Mr. Scott Morris (Coopers Creek Chemical Corp. and Chairman 
of ACCCI’s Coal Chemicals Committee).  The other General Session speakers include 
Mr. Tim Gill, Chief Economist from AISI; Mr. Josh Zive, Senior Principal from 
Bracewell LLP; and, Ms. Amy Walter, National Editor of the Cook Political Report. 
 
The customary logistics for the meeting, including the emergency exit locations, rest 
room locations, and the details of the golf tournament that would follow the adjournment 
of the Board meeting were reviewed. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 20, 2016, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING 
 
It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2016, Board of 
Directors meeting held on Thursday, October 20, 2016, at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center in 
Pittsburgh, PA (pages 2-7 of the meeting materials). There being no additions or corrections, the 
minutes were APPROVED without exception. 
 

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATES 
 

A. REGULATORY AFFAIRS UPDATE 
 
Mr. Ailor presented his “Regulatory Affairs Update” and reported on sector-specific and 
general industry regulatory issues of concern to the U.S. coke industry, regulatory issues 
of concern to the coal chemicals industry, and other important regulatory affairs issues.  
Documents to which he referred during his report were the “Regulatory-Focused 
Coalitions in Which ACCCI Participates” (pages 8-11 of the meeting materials); and, his 
“Regulatory Affairs Update” PowerPoint presentation for the meeting (furnished 
electronically to all meeting attendees prior to the meeting).  Insofar as the Coke Oven 
Environmental Task Force (COETF), Mr. Ailor noted that Katie Kistler (AK Steel) is the new 
chair of the COETF. 
 
Mr. Ailor’s presentation generated a full discussion on the topics covered, particularly 
“CAA 112(C)(6) Litigation” and “CAA 112(D)(6) RTR Deadline Litigation” (pages 15-
20 of his PowerPoint presentation); “Litigation Over EPA’s 2015 Multi-Sector General 
Permit (MSGP) (pages 36-37 of his PowerPoint presentation); and, “EPA’s 
Implementation of TSCA Reform Legislation Enacted in June 2016” (page 38 of his 
PowerPoint presentation).  On the last issue, Mr. Menotti noted that ACCCI’s coke 
producer and tar refiner member companies need to be mindful of their reporting 
obligations under EPA’s soon-to-be-finalized TSCA Inventory “Reset” Rule.  He alluded 
to a problem that occurred in inventory update reporting by coke producer member 
companies in the 1990s which resulted in light oil and ammonium liquor erroneously 
being included in EPA’s High Production Volume (HPV) program.  Left unaddressed 
then, this would have resulted in those chemicals being subject to onerous testing 
requirements under the HPV program.  ACCCI had to go back and correct the data base -- 
a problem that would not have occurred if the original submissions had been coordinated 
properly.  He recommended that the member companies undertake, with the assistance of 
an outside consultant retained by ACCCI, a rigorous, coordinated response to the Rule.  
Following a full discussion by the Board, Mr. Ailor committed to holding a joint call of 
ACCCI’s MESH and Coal Chemicals Environmental subcommittees towards determining 
what, if anything, the membership wanted to do on it. 
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B. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

 
Mr. Ailor summarized the Census Bureau’s coke import statistics report through February 
2017 (page 12 of the meeting materials).  He concluded by noting another document of 
potential interest he had included in the meeting materials – a document entitled “World 
Coke Production” that Andrew Jones of Resource-Net had recently provided him (pages 
13-14 of the meeting materials). 
 

C. MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 
Ms. Deitch and Mr. Ailor reported that there had been no changes in membership since the 
October 20, 2016, Board meeting (page 15 of the meeting materials).  ACCCI staff has 
sent reminders on company and associate dues to companies with outstanding 2017 dues. 
As at prior meetings of the Board, Board members were urged to promote ACCCI 
membership to their business contacts. 

 
V. STATISTICAL PROGRAMS REPORT 
 

Ms. Deitch and Mr. Ailor reported on the status of ACCCI’s quarterly statistical reports and 
annual benchmarking surveys (page 16 of the meeting materials).  Ms. Deitch noted that the 
“Quarterly Reports” entries on page 16, all of which read “1Q17 and 2Q17 to be posted 05/15/17,” 
should read “1Q17 to be posted 05/15/17.” 

 
VI. FINANCE REPORT 
 

A. Most Recent (March 2017) Financial Statement 
 
Mr. Saffrin and Mr. Ailor reviewed ACCCI’s most recent monthly financial statement - 
that for March 2017, reflecting income and expenses through the end of March (pages 17-
23 of the meeting materials).  
 

B. Other Issues 
 
At the request of a Board member, Mr. Ailor estimated the costs associated with ACCCI 
being a member of the various regulatory-focused coalitions in which ACCCI 
participates (pages 8-11 of the meeting materials).  He noted that participation in many of 
the coalitions comes at no cost to ACCCI.  For those that do have a cost, he estimated the 
aggregated cost to be in the range of $30,000 to $35,000 per year. 

 
VII. NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
Mr. Saffrin informed the Board of the report of the 2017 Nominating Committee (page 24 of the 
meeting materials). The Committee consisted of Mr. Saffrin (Chair), Mr. Owens and Mr. 
Castleberry.  

 
A. Proposed Slate of Directors 

 
The Nominating Committee’s proposed slate of Directors is Messrs. Burnette, Carlin, 
Saffrin and Wiggins. They will be nominated for election by the Voting Members during 
the Annual Membership Meeting on April 30. Messrs. Burnette, Carlin, Saffrin and 
Wiggins are to be nominated for three-year terms. 
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B. Other Issues 

 
1. Possibility of Establishing that the Two-Year Term of Each Officer of the 

Board Begins and Ends at the Annual Meeting of Each Even-Numbered 
Year, Rather Than on July 1 of that Year 
 
Mr. Ailor began by reminding those present that during August 2015, in 
consideration of the difficult economic climate the industry was facing, the 
Board voted to revise the format of one of ACCCI’s two annual “full 
membership” meetings, such that it would become a Board of Directors-only 
“business meeting” in a “non-resort” setting in Washington, D.C., Chicago, 
Atlanta, Pittsburgh, or other location decided by the Board.  Since 2016, 
ACCCI’s Spring Meeting has been its “full membership” Annual Meeting, and 
the Fall Meeting has been a Business Meeting of the Board. 
 
Before this change, the Fall Meeting was ACCCI’s official “full membership” 
Annual Meeting.  At each such meeting during an odd-numbered year, the Board 
would approve a new slate of officers for two-year terms beginning January 1 of 
the following (even-numbered) year, and announce the same to the membership.  
This format allowed for a few months of transitioning from the outgoing slate of 
officers, to the new slate. 
 
However, with the Spring Meeting becoming the Annual Meeting in 2016, there 
was no definitive transition period provided.  This prompted Mr. Saffrin, upon 
his approval by the Board on April 30, 2016, as the Chairman for 2016-2018, to 
decide that his term and that of the other new officers would start on July 1, 
2016, to provide some transition period. 
 
Mr. Ailor suggested a modification to this approach going forward, where the 
Board would approve a new slate of officers during its Business Meeting each 
odd-numbered year; the new slate would assume their duties at the Annual 
Meeting the next (even-numbered) year; and, the incoming Chairman would 
honor the outgoing Chairman at that Annual Meeting. 
 
Following a full discussion of this suggestion, a motion was made to establish 
that the two-year term of each officer of the Board begins and ends at the Annual 
Meeting of each even-numbered year, rather than on July 1 of that year.  It was 
MOVED and SECONDED to approve the motion. The motion was 
APPROVED. 

 
2. Possibility of Appointing a Nominating Committee Now for Officers with 

Terms Expiring in 2018 (Saffrin, Carlin and Majors) 
 

With the modification discussed in Section VII.B.1 above approved by the 
Board, Mr. Ailor suggested that the Board consider appointing a Nominating 
Committee now for officers with terms expiring in 2018 (i.e., Messrs. Saffrin, 
Carlin and Majors).  The Committee would be charged with recommending a 
new slate of officers to serve from 2018-2020 for review/consideration and 
approval by the Board during its 2017 Business Meeting.  The Board agreed, and 
a new Nominating Committee for officers with terms expiring in 2018 was 
created.  Members of the Committee are Messrs. Dowd, Durkin and Owens and 
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Ms. Majors. 
 

VIII. MEETINGS UPDATE 
 

A. Meetings Calendar 
 
Mr. Ailor and Ms. Deitch updated those present on upcoming meetings (page 25 of the 
meeting materials).  These include the Fall 2017 Meeting of the MESH Committee on 
October 5-6, 2017 in Detroit, MI; the 21th Annual Met Coke World Summit from 
November 7–9, 2017, at the Westin O’Hare in Rosemont, IL; the 2017 Business Meeting of 
the Board on the afternoon of November 9 at the Westin O’Hare; a tentative January 2018 
Board conference call (if needed); and, the 2018 Annual Meeting on April 28-April 29, 
2018, at The Resort at Longboat Key Club in Longboat Key, FL. 
 

B. Discussion on 2019 Annual Meeting Location 
 
 Mr. Ailor explained that ACCCI staff would appreciate direction from the Board on when 

and where the 2019 Annual Meeting would be held.  He referred those present to a 
document listing the locations where ACCCI meetings had been or would be held from 
1995 – 2018 (pages 26-27 of the meeting materials).  Mr. Saffrin reminded those present 
that ACCCI used to have two “full membership” meetings per year and asked if the Board 
was interested in going back to this format or, if not, having its annual Business Meeting 
at a “resort type” location not linked to the time and location of the annual Met Coke 
World Summit. Those present commented that business conditions had not returned to a 
level that would allow returning to two “full membership” meetings each year, but agreed 
to keep that option open.  It was decided to keep the Board’s annual Business Meeting “as 
is” (i.e., linked to the time and location of each year’s Met Coke World Summit).  
Discussion concluded with the Board directing staff to obtain proposals for the 2019 
Annual Meeting from the Ponte Vedra Resort and Club (Ponte Vedra, FL); the Ritz 
Carlton Beach Resort in Naples, FL; the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point (Bonita Springs, 
FL); and, a New Orleans property. 
 

C. Other Issues 
 
Mr. Bishop reported that the Spring 2017 Meeting of ACCCI’s MESH Committee was 
well attended.  He recognized and congratulated DTE Energy and SunCoke Energy for 
winning the 2016 Max Eward Safety Award. 

 
IX. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. ACCCI’s Continuing to Provide Dialin and Web Conference Options for 
Participating in MESH Committee Meetings 
 
Mr. Ailor reported on this issue, focusing on a document he had included in the meeting 
materials entitled “Recommendation of ACCCI’s MESH Committee on ACCCI’s 
Continuing to Provide Dialin and Web Conference Options for Participating In MESH 
Committee Meetings” (pages 28-29 of the meeting materials).  Discussion concluded 
with a motion to adopt the MESH Committee recommendation that ACCCI continue to 
provide an opportunity for remote participation in MESH Committee meetings, where:  

 
(1) a dialin option would be the only option provided for remote participation (i.e., 

web conferencing would not be an option); 
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(2) prior to each meeting, ACCCI staff would ask that those interested in remote 

participation register in advance to do so, and to specify in which portion(s) of 
the meeting they would like to participate in this manner; 

 
(3) the phone line for dialin by remote participants would only remain open during 

those portions of the meeting for which remote participants have registered; and, 
 
(4) ACCCI would assess each company having remote participants registered a 

nominal fee to be determined by the ACCCI Board of Directors (i.e., 
$100/meeting) to help offset some of the related costs. 

 
It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the motion.  The motion was 
APPROVED. 

 
B. Other Business 

 
No other business was discussed. 
 

C. Executive Session 
 
There was no expressed need for an Executive Session. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mr. Saffrin made closing remarks.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 
11:30 AM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Approved, 
 

/s/ Paul Saffrin   
Paul Saffrin, Chairman 

 
/s/ David E. Menotti   
David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 

/s/ David C. Ailor    
David C. Ailor, P.E., President 
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