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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort and Spa 

 Bonita Springs, Florida 
 
 
  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Board Chairman Rob Carlin called the meeting to order at 8:18 AM EDT. 
 
NOTE: Various meeting materials discussed during the meeting were provided to Board 
members via e-mail before the meeting in the form of a Board book, which is on file at ACCCI’s 
offices. 

 
II. THOSE PRESENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
A. Introductions 

 
Those present introduced themselves.  The following were present: 

 
Directors 
Rob Carlin, Chairman DTE Energy Services 
Dean Bishop, Vice Chairman ABC Coke 
Jeff Wozek, Secretary-Treasurer SunCoke 
Ron Burnette DTE Energy Services 
Rob Gray Hickman Williams & Company 
Dave Schoen Koppers, Inc. 
Matt Kraeuter ThyssenKrupp Industrial Solutions 
Mike Rhoads U. S. Steel 
 
Other Company Representatives 
Sharon Parker ABC Coke 
 
Staff 
David Ailor President 
Jan Deitch Director of Administration 
David Menotti General Counsel 

 
A list of meeting attendees was included as page 1 of the meeting materials.  
Chairman Carlin noted the presence of a quorum for the record. 
 
ACCCI President David Ailor reported that Dickie Owens (ABC Coke), who was 
unable to attend the meeting, had sent him a March 12, 2019, letter requesting that 
Sharon Parker, Vice President of Sales for ABC Coke, be allowed to attend the Board 
meeting as an Alternate Director (page 2 of the meeting materials).  It was MOVED 
and SECONDED to approve the request.  The motion PASSED. 
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B. Antitrust Statement 
 
ACCCI General Counsel David Menotti made a brief anti-trust compliance 
statement.  He referenced ACCCI’s antitrust policy, which was included as page 3 
of the meeting materials. 
 

C. Other Announcements 
 
Chairman Carlin reviewed the customary logistics for the meeting, including the 
emergency exit, the rest room locations, and the details of the golf tournament that would 
follow the adjournment of the Board meeting.  He noted that ACCCI’s Bylaws had not 
been reviewed in some time and that, considering all the recent changes in the industry, 
including ACCCI’s membership and its budget (e.g., the loss of Tonawanda Coke/Erie 
Coke and their dues in 2017), he had asked Mr. Ailor to include them in the handouts for 
possible reference during the meeting (pages 4-16 of the meeting materials). 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 8, 2018, BUSINESS MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the draft Minutes of the last meeting of 
the Board of Directors held on November, 8, 2018, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
& Suites in Pittsburgh, PA (pages 17-21 of the meeting materials).  The draft Minutes 
were APPROVED. 

 
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATES 

 
A. MESH COMMITTEE 

 
Acting Committee Chairman Dean Bishop presented a PowerPoint presentation entitled 
“MESH Committee Report” (furnished electronically to all Meeting attendees prior to 
the meeting).  As detailed in his presentation, he explained that attendance of MESH 
Committee meetings has been in a steady decline over the last couple of years, with 
ACCCI having fewer coke producer member companies, some coke producer member 
companies not sending any representatives to the meetings, and integrated coke 
producers routinely sending only one, if any representatives to the meetings.  The 
primary topic of the MESH Committee’s Spring 2019 Meeting was discussing/deciding 
on ways to refocus the Committee’s meetings so as to maximize the value of the 
meetings for the current membership. 
 
The key decisions and recommendations were to:  
 
1. Reduce from five to four the number of subcommittees of the MESH Committee, 

including retaining the Manufacturing, Environmental and Safety & Health 
subcommittees; dropping the Human Resources and Quality subcommittees; and, 
adding a “Technology” Subcommittee 

2. Hold meetings in locations central to coke producer member companies 
3. Create a list of member company “Single Point Contacts” for MESH outreach 

communications 
4. Structure meeting agendas to include and promote attendance and networking of 

operations personnel 
5. Increase the registration fee for attending MESH Committee meetings from 

$100/person to $150/person to help offset some of the meeting costs 
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6. Create a “Coalitions Task Force” to recommend to the MESH Committee the 
associations and regulatory-focused coalitions of which ACCCI should be a member 

 
Following up on decision no. 3 above, Acting Chairman Bishop requested that Board 
members provide Mr. Ailor with their companies’ “single point contacts” for MESH 
outreach communications.  Acting Chair Bishop said that for the Fall 2019 MESH 
Meeting, ACCCI will circulate a finalized, very detailed agenda before the end of May, 
with the request that the single point contacts promote the meeting to potential attendees.  
 
Finally, Acting Chair Bishop emphasized the importance of working to achieve cost 
neutrality for the MESH meetings and the necessity and value of the establishment of the 
Coalitions Task Force.  The Task Force was created to evaluate the associations and 
regulatory-focused coalitions of which ACCCI is a member and to rank them in terms of 
importance.  The Task Force members are Jay Cornelius (Task Force Chairman), Kelsey 
Cameron (Lone Star Specialties), and Matthew Blakely (AK Steel). 

      
B. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

 
Mr. Ailor summarized the Census Bureau’s coke import statistics report through 
February 2019 (pages 22-25 of the meeting materials).  The Census Bureau added a 
new code to the report during 2018 – 2713110000 (“Petroleum Coke, Not Calcined”).   

 
C. MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
1. Changes in Membership Since the Last Board Meeting 
 

Ms. Deitch and Mr. Ailor reported that there had been three membership changes 
since the Board’s last meeting in November 2018 (page 26 of the meeting 
materials), as listed below: 

 
• Fluid Power Technologies joined ACCCI this year as a new member on 

February 20, 2019. 
• Orion Engineered Carbons decided not to renew its ACCCI membership this 

year due to company cutbacks in expenses. 
• Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. decided not to join the Institute. 
 

ACCCI is sending out dues payment reminders to companies that have not paid 
their 2019 dues yet.  As at prior meetings of the Board, Board Directors were 
urged to promote ACCCI membership to their business contacts. 
 

2. Potential Interest of Alcoa and Stelco in ACCCI Membership 
 

The Board discussed a request from Garrett Dutkiewicz of Alcoa (page 27 of the 
meeting materials) about the possibility of his company joining ACCCI at a 
discounted amount for annual dues.  The Board decided that ACCCI could not 
honor Alcoa’s request for discounted annual dues. 
 
The Board also discussed the possibility of ACCCI memberships for Algoma and 
Stelco.  The two companies have been suggested for possible membership in 
ACCCI (page 28 of the meeting materials). 
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3. Other Issues 
 

Chairman Carlin led a discussion about the need to increase ACCCI’s membership 
and to have a Membership Committee Chair to lead the effort.  Mr. Ailor noted that, 
as reflected in the Minutes of the last meeting of the Board of Directors held on 
November, 8, 2018, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel & Suites in Pittsburgh, PA, 
this issue was discussed and Dave Schoen said he would consider becoming the 
Membership Committee Chairman (page 19 of the meeting materials).  Mr. Schoen 
confirmed that he was willing to serve in this capacity, and the Board APPROVED 
Mr. Schoen as Chairman of the Membership Committee. 
 
Finally, Chairman Carlin reiterated that ACCCI’s Bylaws (pages 4-16 of the 
meeting materials) had not been reviewed in some time and that, considering all 
the recent changes in the industry, including ACCCI’s membership and its budget 
(e.g., the loss of Tonawanda Coke/Erie Coke and their dues in 2017), it might be 
time to revise them.  Those present agreed, and a task force was created to review 
and recommend revisions to them, as necessary.  The “Bylaws Task Force” 
members are Rob Carlin (Task Force Chairman), Ron Burnette, Mike Rhoads 
and David Menotti (Task Force Counsel). 

 
D. REGULATORY AFFAIRS UPDATE, INCLUDING OTHER ASSOCIATIONS AND 

REGULATORY-FOCUSED COALITIONS OF WHICH ACCCI IS A MEMBER 
 

Considering all the important issues before the Board this meeting and in the interest of 
ensuring there is sufficient time to discuss them, Mr. Ailor gave only an abbreviated 
summary of the highlights from his “Regulatory Affairs Update.”  As usual, his Update 
provided details on sector-specific and general industry regulatory issues of concern to the 
U.S. coke industry, regulatory issues of concern to the coal chemicals industry, and other 
important regulatory affairs issues.  Documents to which he referred during his summary 
were a February 13, 2019, letter from Earthjustice to EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
notifying the Agency that Earthjustice planned to file a “deadline” suit against EPA within 
60 days over the Agency’s failure to complete risk and technology reviews for hazardous air 
pollutants from coke pushing, quenching and battery stacks and coke oven doors, lids, 
offtakes and charging by the statutory deadlines prescribed in the Clean Air Act (pages 29-
32 of the meeting materials); Earthjustice’s April 15, 2019, court filing (pages 33-53 of the 
meeting materials); an ACCCI-maintained document entitled “Associations of Which 
ACCCI Is a Member/Regulatory-Focused Coalitions in Which ACCCI Participates” (pages 
54-59 of the meeting materials); and, his “Regulatory Affairs Update” PowerPoint 
presentation for the meeting (furnished electronically to all meeting attendees prior to the 
meeting). 

 
V. STATISTICAL PROGRAMS REPORT 

 
Mr. Ailor and Ms. Deitch reported on the status of ACCCI’s quarterly statistical reports and annual 
benchmarking surveys (page 60 of the meeting materials).  
 

VI. FINANCE REPORT 
 

A. Most Recent (March 2019) Financial Statement 
 
Mr. Carlin, Mr. Wozek and Mr. Ailor reviewed ACCCI’s most recent monthly financial 
statement - that for March 2019 - reflecting income and expenses through the end of 
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March (pages 61-67 of the meeting materials).  Following a full discussion of the financial 
report, those present agreed that the format of the report needed to be revised to provide 
more transparency and clarity and be easier to read and comprehend.  Chairman Carlin 
announced that, to this end, he would work with Ms. Deitch to revise the report in this 
manner, beginning with the April financials.  Finally, he suggested and the Board agreed 
that, considering ACCCI’s serious budget situation, going forward ACCCI would no 
longer cover the costs of meetings, conference calls, or travel by ACCCI support staff for 
the ACCCI-managed Coke Oven Environmental Task Force. 
 

B. Other Issues 
 

President Ailor noted that ACCCI and the ACCCI-managed Coke Oven Environmental Task 
Force (COETF) had never received payments in excess of $50,000 due them from 
Tonawanda Coke/Erie Coke with the loss of those two companies from the ACCCI and 
COETF memberships during 2017.  This loss has had a profoundly negative effect on the 
budget. 
 
Mr. Menotti recommended that ACCCI/COETF file with the court overseeing the 
bankruptcy proceedings insofar as Tonawanda Coke the documents necessary to register 
ACCCI/COETF’s claim on whatever funds are paid via those proceedings.  The Board 
APPROVED ACCCI/COETF doing so. 
 

VII. NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  

Chairman Carlin informed the Board of the Report of the 2019 Nominating Committee (page 68 of 
the meeting materials). The Committee consisted of Mr. Rhoads (Chairman), Mr. Bishop, and Mr. 
Carlin.  

 
A. Proposed Slate of Directors with Terms Expiring in 2019 

 
The proposed slate of Directors is Messrs. Bishop, Potter, and Gray.  They will be 
nominated for election by the Voting Members during the Annual Membership Meeting 
on April 28, 2019.  Messrs. Bishop, Potter, and Gray are to be nominated for three-year 
terms.  
 

B. Appointment of a Nominating Committee for Officers with Terms Expiring in 2020 
 
Chairman Carlin asked for volunteers for a Nominating Committee for Officers with Terms 
Expiring in 2020 (i.e., Chairman Carlin, Vice Chairman Bishop, and Secretary-Treasurer 
Wozek).  Volunteers included Mr. Rhoads, Mr. Burnette, Mr. Gray and Mr. Schoen.  A 
motion was made that the Board approve the membership of the Committee, which Mr. 
Rhoads would chair.  It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the motion.  The motion 
PASSED. 
 

C. Need to Reconsider/Update the Sole Criterion Created by the Board in September 
2008 for Tar Refiner Representation on the Board (One Board Seat for Tar Refiners 
Producing over 75 Million Gallons per Year) 
 
Chairman Carlin directed the Board to Section VI.D on page 71 of the meeting materials, 
which is a page from the Minutes of the September 28, 2008, Meeting of the Board of 
Directors in Colorado Springs, CO (pages 69-72 of the meeting materials).  This section 
explains a resolution the Board passed then that established a criterion for tar refiner 
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membership on the Board, with Koppers being the only tar refiner that has qualified since 
then.  President Ailor noted that he had recently learned from Koppers that the company 
no longer meets this criterion. 
 
One Board member asked whether the Board could rescind or revise the criterion.  Mr. 
Menotti advised that it could. 
 
A RESOLUTION was proposed that the Board rescind and withdraw the resolution of 
September 28, 2008, concerning tar refiner company membership on the Board and 
RESOLVE that the Board shall include no more than two (2) members from tar refiner 
member companies, as determined by the Board.  The proposed Resolution was 
APPROVED. 
 

D. Possibility of Either Adding More Board Members per Article IV, Section 2 of 
ACCCI Bylaws, or Amending/Eliminating Section 2 (“The number of directors of 
the Corporation shall be no more than eighteen (18) and no less than twelve (12).”)  
 
Chairman Carlin led a discussion on this topic.  Mr. Menotti explained that as the number 
of ACCCI’s “merchant” coke producer members declines, so will the number of Board 
members, so meeting this requirement may become impossible and achieving a quorum to 
conduct ACCCI’s business may be difficult.  No decision was reached. 
 

E. Other Issues 
 
No other issues were discussed. 

   
VIII. MEETINGS UPDATE 
 

A. MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

Mr. Ailor updated those present on upcoming meetings of note (page 73 of the meeting 
materials), including the Fall 2019 Meeting of the MESH Committee on September 26-27, 
2019, in the Birmingham, AL area; the Met Coke 2019 Conference on November 6-7, 
2019, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Nashville Downtown in Nashville, TN; the 2019 
Business Meeting of the Board of Directors on November 8, 2019, at the DoubleTree by 
Hilton Hotel Nashville Downtown in Nashville, TN; a tentative  January 2020 Board 
conference call (if needed); and, the 2020 Annual Meeting on April 23-24, 2020, at the 
Westin Hilton Head Island Resort & Spa in Hilton Head Island, SC.  Mr. Ailor noted that 
planning for ACCCI’s 2020 Annual Meeting had begun.   

 
B. Discussion on 2021 Annual Meeting Date/Location 
 

Mr. Ailor explained that ACCCI staff would like direction from the Board on when and 
where the 2021 Annual Meeting would be held.  He referred those present to a document 
listing the locations where ACCCI meetings had been or would be held from 1995 – 2020 
(pages 74-75 of the meeting materials).  The Board asked Ms. Deitch to get proposals for                      
the ACCCI 2021 Annual Meeting from The Resort at Longboat Key Club, Ponte Vedra Inn 
& Club, Doral Golf Resort, and the Omni Amelia Island Plantation.  The Board will discuss 
the proposals at its November 2019 Business Meeting. 
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C. Other Issues 
 
 The Board reviewed the “ACCCI Coke Production Call Form” (page 76 of the meeting 

materials) to make sure the composite data ACCCI provides participating member 
companies are what they expect/need. 
    

IX. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 
 

Chairman Carlin led a discussion about the need to backup ACCCI’s electronic files and core 
historical files.  The files discussed were the Minutes, Bylaws, key resolutions, ACCCI staff 
contracts, and technical documents.  President Ailor responded that he has all such documents either 
in hard copy or electronically stored on his laptop and backed up on the cloud.  The discussion 
included developing a Documents Maintenance Policy.  Vice Chairman Bishop suggested the 
possibility of putting a task force of member companies’ IT personnel together to look at developing 
such a Policy.  No decisions were reached. 

 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The Board met in an executive session.  It began at 11:00 AM EDT and ended at 11:55 AM EDT. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:55 AM EDT.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ _____________ 
David C. Ailor, P.E., President

Approved, 
 
/s/__________ 
Rob Carlin, Chairman 
 
/s/_______________ 

  David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
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