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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 
(via Teleconference) 

 
  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Board Chairman Dean Bishop called the meeting to order at 3:05 PM EDT. 
 
II. THOSE PRESENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Those Present 
 

Those present introduced themselves.  The following were present: 
 

Directors 
Dean Bishop, Chairman ABC Coke 
Dickie Owens ABC Coke 
Ron Burnette DTE Energy Services 
Rob Carlin DTE Energy Services 
Rob Gray Hickman, Williams & Company 
Dave Schoen Koppers, Inc. 
Keith Kahl SunCoke Energy 
Jeff Wozek SunCoke Energy 
Matt Kraeuter ThyssenKrupp Industrial Solutions 
Mike Rhoads U. S. Steel 
 
Other Company Representatives 
Scott Castleberry ABC Coke 
Sharon Parker ABC Coke 
 
Staff 
David Ailor President 
Jan Deitch (via telephone) Director of Administration 
David Menotti General Counsel 

 
Chairman Bishop noted the presence of a quorum for the record. 

 
B. Antitrust Statement 

 
ACCCI General Counsel David Menotti made a brief anti-trust compliance 
statement.  He referenced ACCCI’s antitrust policy, which was included as 
pages 1 to 3 of the meeting materials. 
 

C. Other Announcements 
 

Mr. Ailor noted that, in advance of the meeting, he had provided Board members, 
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via e-mail, all meeting materials that would be referenced during the meeting. 
 

III. DISCUSSION/DECISION ITEMS 
 
A. Recommendations of Nominating Committee for Directors with 

Terms Expiring in 2020 (Carlin, Burnette, Kraeuter and Wiggins) 
 
 Mr. Bishop asked Mike Rhoads (USS), who chaired a 2020 Nominating 

Committee for Directors with terms expiring in 2020, to report on the 
Committee’s recommendations.  Mr. Rhoads, referencing a summary 
of the report that was included as page 4 of the meeting materials, 
reported that the Committee, which included Ron Burnette (DTE 
Energy Systems), Rob Gray (Hickman, Williams and Company), David 
Schoen (Koppers, Inc.) and himself, proposed the following slate of 
Directors for three-year terms beginning May 27, 2020: 

 
  Ron Burnette    DTE-EES 
  Rob Carlin     DTE-EES 
 
 and a two-year term, also beginning on May 27, 2020, for the Board's 

Industry Supplier representative: 
 
  Matt Kraeuter   ThyssenKrupp 
 
 Mr. Rhoads noted that, as indicated on the summary document, 

Bluestone Coke’s membership in ACCCI is suspended and, hence, Mr. 
Wiggins is not eligible for Board membership. 

 
During the 2020 Meeting of ACCCI’s Membership which immediately 
preceded the Board call, ACCCI’s Voting Members elected the 
recommended slate. 

 
B. ABC Coke’s Request That the Board Approve Sharon Parker As 

Dickie Owens’ Replacement on the Board Whereby She Would 
Assume Mr. Owens’ Seat, Which Expires in April 2021 

 
Dickie Owens (ABC Coke), referring to a May 7, 2020, memorandum 
he had sent to Mr. Ailor (page 5 of the meeting materials), reported 
that he planned to retire from ABC Coke on July 1, 2020, and was 
resigning from the Board.  He requested that the Board approve 
Sharon Parker, Vice President of ABC Coke, to “… fulfill [his] 
term/board responsibility as [a Board] representative for ABC Coke.”  
Copies of the materials distributed to Board before the call were also 
provided to Ms. Parker in anticipation of her attending.  It was MOVED 
and SECONDED to approve the request.  The motion PASSED. 

 
C. Approval of Minutes of November 8, 2019, Business Meeting; December 11, 

2019, Board Call; and, January 10, 2020, Board Call 
 

It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the Draft Minutes of the 
2019 Business Meeting of the Board of Directors on November 8, 2019, 
in Nashville, TN; a December 11, 2019, conference call of the Board; 
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and, a January 10, 2020, conference call of the Board (pages 6-22 of 
the meeting materials).  The Draft Minutes were APPROVED. 

 
D. Committee Reports/Updates 

 
1. MESH Committee Update – Committee Chairman Mike Rhoads 
 

Mr. Rhoads reported that the Spring 2020 Meeting of ACCCI’s MESH 
Committee - which had been scheduled for April 7-8, 2020, in West Chester, 
OH, with SunCoke’s Middletown, OH’s coke plant being the host plant - had 
been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  And, considering 
company-imposed travel restrictions that are now in place because of the 
pandemic and the poor business conditions the membership is 
experiencing, he doubted that the Committee’s next meeting – the Fall 2020 
Meeting, which is to be held at a TBD date in the Pittsburgh, PA area with 
USS’s Clairton, PA coke plant being the host plant – would be held. 

 
2. International Committee 
 

Mr. Ailor summarized the Census Bureau’s coke import statistics 
report through August 2020 (pages 23-26 of the meeting materials). 

 
3. Membership Report 
 
 Membership Committee Chairman David Schoen gave the Report (page 27 

of the meeting materials). 
 
4. Regulatory Affairs Update 
 
 Considering all the important issues before the Board this meeting and in 

the interest of ensuring there was sufficient time to discuss them, Mr. Ailor 
gave only an abbreviated summary of the highlights from his “Regulatory 
Affairs Update” PowerPoint presentation for the meeting (furnished 
electronically to all meeting attendees prior to the meeting).  As usual, his 
Update provided details on sector-specific and general industry regulatory 
issues of concern to the U.S. coke industry, regulatory issues of concern to 
the coal chemicals industry, and other important regulatory affairs issues. 

 
 Documents to which he referred during his summary were his PowerPoint 

presentation; and, the latest version of an ACCCI-maintained document 
entitled “Associations of Which ACCCI Is a Member/Regulatory-Focused 
Coalitions in Which ACCCI Participates” (pages 28-31 of the meeting 
materials).  Issues on which he focused were EPA’s Risk and Technology 
Review (RTR) of the 2003 MACT Standards for Coke Pushing, Quenching 
and Battery Stacks (PQBS); ENGO’s Clean Air Act 112(d)(6) RTR Deadline 
Litigation; EPA’s CERCLA “Financial Assurance” Rulemakings for the “Coal 
Products Manufacturing” and “Chemical Manufacturing” Industries; and, a 
proposed Refined Tar Sealant (RTS) Eligibility Criterion included in EPA’s 
Proposed 2020 Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) for Stormwater from 
Industrial Activities. 
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E. Statistical Programs Report 
 

Mr. Ailor and Ms. Deitch reported on the status of ACCCI’s quarterly statistical 
reports and annual benchmarking surveys (page 32 of the meeting materials).  Mr. 
Ailor noted that one 2019 Annual Report – “Total U.S. Coke Production” – 
remained incomplete because of his inability to obtain the fourth-quarter 2019 
coke production data from Bluestone Coke, whose membership in ACCCI has 
been suspended by the Board.  Mr. Owens commented that he doubted the 
ownership of Bluestone Coke would ever bother with providing such data, and 
suggested that Mr. Ailor pro-rate the company’s third-quarter 2019 production data 
to estimate its data for the fourth quarter.  Mr. Bishop agreed that consideration 
should be given to how to deal with a case such as this, but no decision was 
reached on how to proceed. 

 
F. Finance Report 

 
1. Report on New Effort to Revise the Format of the Monthly Financial 

Statement 
 

 Mr. Ailor began by reporting that, in the last couple of months, Ms. Deitch 
had alerted him that the new format that she had begun using in the Spring 
of 2019 at the direction of then-Chairman Rob Carlin was proving 
problematic.  More specifically, some of the formulas in the financial 
statement are not working as intended.  Because of those problems, Ms. 
Deitch has not be able to complete any monthly financial statements thus far 
in 2020.  Mr. Ailor concluded by reporting that he, working with Ms. Deitch, 
had developed a revised draft format that appeared to correct these 
problems, and had provided the same to Mr. Bishop for 
review/consideration. 

  
 Mr. Bishop reported that he had created a new Board task force of Mr. 

Carlin, ACCCI’s other Officers (Vice Chairman Jeff Wozek and 
Secretary/Treasurer Ron Burnette) and ACCCI staff, to work towards a 
format that will be used going forward.  And, considering that it appears the 
2020 budget will be much lower than that originally approved by the Board 
(i.e., because of the likelihood that there will be few, if any, face-to-face 
ACCCI meetings due to the pandemic), the task force will also look at 
revising the 2020 budget to reflect this. 

 
2. Status of Dues Collections and Discussion of Board Policy for 

Delinquencies 
 
 This topic (pages 33-45 of the meeting materials) was not discussed during 

the call. 
 
3. Other Issues 
 
 No other issues related to the finance report were discussed. 
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G. Report of Task Force Charged with Offering Each of ACCCI’s Three Integrated 
Coke Producer Member Companies with One Company-Specific Board Seat 
in Exchange for Annual Dues of $25,000/Year 

 
Mr. Rhoads, who chairs the above referenced Board task force, reported on what 
the task force had done, to date.  Mr. Rhoads reported that the task force, which the 
Board created in December 2019 and includes Mr. Bishop, Mr. Schoen and himself, 
had made some initial contacts to the Integrated Coke Producers in question - AK 
Steel, ArcelorMittal and USS - to offer one seat on the Board in exchange for 
annual dues of $25,000 (i.e., ½ of the $50,000 annual dues currently assessed 
Merchant Coke Producers).  But, the companies’ business conditions are so poor 
because of the pandemic that the task force is suspending further contacts under 
conditions improve. 

 
H. Meetings Update 

 
1. Meetings Calendar/History 

 
Mr. Ailor updated those present on upcoming meetings of note and the 
history of ACCCI’s meetings dating back to 1995 (pages 46-48 of the 
meeting materials).  Upcoming meetings of note include ACCCI’s 2020 
Annual Meeting on October 1-2, 2020, at the Westin Hilton Head Island 
Resort & Spa on Hilton Head Island, SC; the Fall 2020 Meeting of ACCCI’s 
MESH Committee at a TBD date, in the Pittsburgh, PA area, during which 
USS will host a tour of its Clairton, PA coke plant; the MetCoke 2020 
Conference on November 11-12, 2020, at the Omni William Penn Hotel 
Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, PA; the Board’s 2020 Business Meeting on 
November 12, 2020, at the Omni William Penn Hotel Pittsburgh; and, 
ACCCI’s 2021 Annual Meeting on April 22-23, 2021, at the Resort at 
Longboat Key Club on Longboat Key, FL.  ACCCI already has a contract 
in place with the venue for the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

 
2. Possibility of Postponing/Cancelling ACCCI’s 2020 Annual Meeting, 

scheduled for October 1-2 at the Westin Hilton Head Island Resort & 
Spa on Hilton Head Island, SC, because of the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
Mr. Bishop commented that, considering company-imposed travel 
restrictions that are now in place because of the pandemic and the poor 
business conditions the membership is experiencing, he thought the Board 
needed to consider postponing or cancelling ACCCI’s 2020 Annual Meeting.  
All present agreed.  Mr. Ailor noted, though, that to do so this far out from 
the meeting (i.e., four months) might be viewed as a breach of contract by 
the Westin, potentially making us liable for $30,000 to $35,000 of 
cancellation penalties.  He recommended that we wait to decide how to 
proceed until closer to the meeting (i.e., early August), to see where things 
stand insofar as the pandemic and business conditions.  Doing so, he 
thought, would put us in a stronger negotiating position with the Westin. 
 
Following a full discussion, the Board decided that (1) in the near term, Mr. 
Ailor would contact the venue for ACCCI’s 2021 Annual Meeting – the 
Resort at Longboat Key Club on Longboat Key, FL – to gauge its willingness 
to ACCCI’s shifting our meeting there to the Spring of 2022, such that we 



6  

could suggest to the Westin that we postpone our meeting there by six 
months, from October 2020 to April 2021; (2) in mid-July, Mr. Ailor would 
poll the membership to see if they are facing any coronavirus-related or 
business-related, company-imposed travel restrictions that may keep them 
from attending the 2020 Annual Meeting; and, (3) the Board would meet in 
early August, via conference call, to weigh the findings from 1 and 2 above, 
towards deciding what, if anything, to ask of the Westin insofar as 
postponing or cancelling the 2020 Annual Meeting. 

 
3. Possibility of Postponing/Cancelling the Yet-to-Be-Scheduled Fall 2020 

Meeting of ACCCI’s MESH Committee Planned for October in the 
Pittsburgh, PA area, because of the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
Mr. Bishop commented that he agreed with what MESH Committee 
Chairman Mike Rhoads indicated earlier in the meeting – that considering 
company-imposed travel restrictions that are now in place because of the 
pandemic and the poor business conditions the membership is 
experiencing, he doubted that the Committee’s next meeting – the Fall 2020 
Meeting, which is to be held at a TBD date in the Pittsburgh, PA area with 
USS’s Clairton, PA coke plant being the host plant – would be held.  He 
suggested – and, Mr. Rhoads agreed – that a virtual meeting of the 
Committee (e.g., via Zoom or TEAMS) should be considered as an 
alternative to a face-to-face meeting. 
 

4. Scheduling of/Formatting for the 2020 Business Meeting of the Board 
this Fall 

 
Mr. Ailor noted that ACCCI staff had not made any arrangements or signed 
any contract for the Board’s 2020 Business Meeting, which is historically 
held at the same venue and in the same timeframe as (i.e., immediately 
before or after) the annual MetCoke conference.  Hence, the Board has full 
flexibility to decide when, how and where to meet. 
 
Considering all the uncertainty as to how the pandemic and company-
imposed travel restrictions might be this fall, the Board took no action to 
schedule a Business Meeting.  Mr. Bishop said that he envisioned the Board 
holding several “virtual” meetings over the remainder of the year, rather than 
a single Business Meeting.  None disagreed. 

 
5. Other Issues 
 

No other meeting-related issues were discussed. 
 

I. Old and New Business 
 

1. Discussion/Decision on ERP Coke/Bluestone Coke’s Failure to Pay its 
2019/2020 Annual Dues 

 
Mr. Ailor reminded those present that, as the Board had decided during its 
January 10, 2020, conference call, ACCCI staff had removed ERP 
Compliant Coke/Bluestone Coke from all ACCCI Distribution lists and 
notified the company that its membership in ACCCI had been suspended.  
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ACCCI staff has heard nothing from the company since taking those 
actions. 
 
Mr. Menotti counseled that, considering the company’s membership is now 
suspended, there was really no need to take the next (and final) step - 
striking the company from the membership list.  Nonetheless, all present 
wanted to formally strike the company from the membership.  The Board 
directed Mr. Ailor to send a letter to this effect to the company management.  
Mr. Ailor said he would do so, with the assistance of Mr. Menotti. 

 
2. New Byproduct Coke Industry-Related Legislation Being Worked on 

Capitol Hill (The “Steel Industry Preservation Act”) – Mr. Ailor [pp. 49-
53] 

 
Mr. Ailor reported that, beginning in mid-April 2020, one member company 
representative – Dan Deer of AKJ Steel Industries, Inc. – had been 
requesting that ACCCI send a letter to Capitol Hill discussing “ACCCl’s 
Strong Support for the Steel Industry Preservation Act.”  A draft letter that 
Mr. Deer has provided ACCCI for consideration explains that the legislation 
“… would be a much-needed shot in the arm to the integrated steel and 
coke making industries and help increase demand for metallurgical coal, 
iron ore, coke, coke plant by-products and other steel inputs from across the 
country.”  The letter further explains that “The modest incentives from this 
legislation are enough to help sustain coke-making in the United States and 
assure a reliable, consistent and continued access to domestically produced 
coke plant by-products critical to manufacturing essential medicines in the 
pharmaceutical industry.”  Background information on the legislation and the 
draft letter itself are included as pages 49-53 of the meeting materials. 
 
Mr. Ailor noted that he had been in contact with an association he thought 
would surely be supportive of the legislation, to see where it stands on the 
matter and, if it supports the legislation, whether it would be agreeable to a 
joint letter with ACCCI on it – the American Iron and Steel Institute (AISI).  
An AISI representative informed him in mid-May that “… unfortunately [it] 
cannot do a joint letter with any other group on this.”  Beyond that, he 
indicated that “… it’s still not clear that we’re going to issue a letter at all.”  
He did not elaborate as to why that’s the case, and Mr. Ailor is attempting to 
find out. 
 
In any event, Mr. Ailor does not think the matter is “ripe” yet for a Board 
decision.  He will be back in touch with the Board after he obtains more 
information on it (including why AISI may not be supportive of the 
legislation) and the time is right for a potential letter from ACCCI to Capitol 
Hill. 

 
J. Other Business 
 

No other business was discussed. 
 

IV. Executive Session (If Needed) 
 

There was no expressed need for an Executive Session. 
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V. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:26 PM EDT.  
 
 
      /s/ David C. Ailor    
      David C. Ailor, P.E., President 

 
 
Approved, 
 
/s/ Dean Bishop      
Dean Bishop, Chairman 
 
/s/ David E. Menotti      
David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
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