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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING (VM) 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 
(via CISCO Webex) 

 
  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Board Chairman Dean Bishop called the meeting to order at 2:25 PM EDT. 
 
II. THOSE PRESENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Those Present 
 

Those present introduced themselves.  The following were present: 
 

Directors 
Dean Bishop, Chairman ABC Coke 
Sharon Parker ABC Coke 
Rob Carlin DTE Energy Services 
Ben Rankin Hickman, Williams & Company 
Dave Schoen Koppers, Inc. 
Pat Nigl SunCoke Energy 
Jeff Wozek SunCoke Energy 
Matt Kraeuter ThyssenKrupp Industrial Solutions 
Mike Rhoads USS 
 
Staff 
David Ailor President 
Jan Deitch Director of Administration 
David Menotti General Counsel 

 
Chairman Bishop noted the presence of a quorum for the record. 

 
B. Antitrust Statement 

 
ACCCI General Counsel David Menotti made a brief anti-trust compliance 
statement.  He referenced ACCCI’s antitrust policy, which was included as 
pages 1 to 3 of the meeting materials. 
 

C. Other Announcements 
 

Mr. Ailor noted that, in advance of the meeting, he had provided Board members, 
via e-mail, all meeting materials that would be referenced during the VM.  Also 
provided were two documents that might be referenced during the VM – ACCCI’s 
current Bylaws (pages 4 to 17 of the meeting materials); and, the latest (April) 
edition of ACCCI’s “Priority Issues” Update that he prepares monthly for the 
membership (pages 18 to 30 of the meeting materials). 
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III. DISCUSSION/DECISION ITEMS 
 
A. Approval of Minutes of November 12, 2020, Board Business 

Meeting 
 

It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the Draft Minutes of the 
2020 Business Meeting of the Board of Directors, which was held as a 
Virtual Meeting (VM) on November 12, 2020 (pages 32-40 of the 
meeting materials).  The Draft Minutes were APPROVED. 

 
B. Meetings Update 

 
1. Meetings Calendar/History 

 
Mr. Ailor updated those present on upcoming meetings of note (page 41 
of the meeting materials) and the history of ACCCI’s meetings dating 
back to 1995 (pages 42-43 of the meeting materials).  Upcoming 
meetings of note include ACCCI’s 2021 Annual Meeting on September 30-
October 1, 2021, at the Resort at Longboat Key Club on Longboat Key, 
FL; the next (Fall 2021) Meeting of ACCCI’s MESH Committee at a TBD date 
in a TBD location; the MetCoke 2021 Conference on November 16-17, 
2021, in Pittsburgh, PA (and virtual); and, ACCCI’s 2022 Annual Meeting 
on May 5-6, 2022, at the Westin Hilton Head Island Resort & Spa on 
Hilton Head Island, SC. 

 
2. Discussion on 2021 Annual Meeting 
 

Mr. Ailor asked whether, in view of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Board wanted to impose any COVID-related requirements on attendees of 
upcoming “in person” ACCCI meetings, including the 2021 Annual Meeting 
on September 30-October 1, 2021, at the Resort at Longboat Key Club on 
Longboat Key, FL (e.g., requiring all attendees to wear a mask; requiring all 
attendees to be vaccinated).  None supported doing so, preferring to rely 
instead on guidelines, if any, established by the venues/localities/states 
where the meetings take place. 
 
Next, in view of the pandemic’s evolving situation, those present discussed 
when and how a decision would be made on whether to proceed with the 
2021 Annual Meeting, and who would make that decision.  Mr. Ailor 
reported that ACCCI’s Officers had discussed the matter, and planned to 
continue holding their monthly VMs, which focus on ACCCI’s monthly 
financial statements, through July, to stay on top of the situation.  Following 
a full discussion by the Board, decisions were made that (1) the Officers 
would evaluate the situation and make a final decision on ACCCI’s holding 
of the 2021 Annual Meeting, as scheduled, during their (late) July VM; (2) 
Mr. Ailor would report the Officers’ decision to the Board and ACCCI’s 
membership; and, (3) if the Officers decide to hold the Annual Meeting as 
planned, ACCCI staff would provide the membership ASAP with details on 
the Annual Meeting, including information on when and how to book their 
rooms and to register for it. 
 
On a related matter, Ms. Deitch noted that, historically, ACCCI provides 
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members about two months to book their rooms and register for Annual 
Meetings.  With ACCCI’s room block at the Resort at Longboat Key Club 
scheduled to expire in early September, waiting until late July/early August 
to inform members to book their rooms and to register would truncate this 
period to about one month.  None present raised any concerns with doing 
so. 

 
3. Recommendation on Fall 2021 Business Meeting Date/Location 
 
 Mr. Ailor noted that, in recent years, the Board has held its annual Business 

meetings in November, immediately before or after and at the same venue 
as the annual MetCoke World Summits hosted by Smithers.  This year’s 
World Summit is scheduled for November 16-17, 2021, in Pittsburgh, PA 
(and virtual). 

 
During one of their recent monthly VMs, the Officers discussed when and 
where the Board should hold its 2021 Business Meeting.  Their opinion was 
that, considering how late in the year that ACCCI is holding its 2021 Annual 
Meeting (i.e., September 30-October 1, 2021), during which the Board 
regularly holds a meeting, it would make little sense to hold another Board 
meeting in mid-November. 
 
They recommended that the Board Meeting held in conjunction with the 
2021 Annual Meeting be the 2021 Business Meeting.  That meeting would 
be held on Thursday, September 30, provided the Annual Meeting is held as 
planned.  All present agreed. 

  
4. Discussion on 2023 Annual Meeting Date/Location 
 
 Mr. Ailor noted that ACCCI staff would appreciate hearing from Board 

members their thoughts on where and when ACCCI might hold its 2023 
Annual Meeting.  For some ideas on where the meeting might be held, he 
referred those present to the history of ACCCI’s Annual meetings dating 
back to 1995 (pages 42-43 of the meeting materials). 

 
 All present favored postponing discussion on this topic to the Board’s 

September 30, 2021, Business Meeting.  Mr. Ailor noted that, in view of how 
quickly the resort industry appears to be recovering from the downturn 
related to the pandemic (and, how that upturn appears to be putting upward 
pressure on hotel rates in coming years), the Board should consider “locking 
in” plans for the 2023 Annual Meeting during that meeting.  To that end, Mr. 
Ailor committed to sending an e-mail to the Board in the coming weeks, 
inclusive of the history of ACCCI’s meetings dating back to 1995 (pages 42-
43 of the meeting materials), asking for ideas on where ACCCI might go, 
towards Ms. Deitch contacting three or four resorts in advance of the 
September 30 meeting and having a list of options on which the Board could 
vote during that meeting. 

 
5. Other Issues 
 
 No other issues related to ACCCI’s Annual Meetings or Board Meetings 

were discussed. 
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C. Committee Reports 
 
1. MESH Committee Update 
 

MESH Committee Chairman Mike Rhoads provided an update on the 
Committee, referring those present to a PowerPoint presentation he had 
prepared as a handout for the Meeting.  In summary, he reported that: 
 

• The Committee has held no meetings since the fall of 2019 because 
of the pandemic. 

 
• This fall, he wants to hold the first “in person” meeting of the 

Committee since the pandemic began.  The meeting he envisions 
would be held late in the 3rd quarter of 2021; would be an “in person,” 
two-day meeting; and, would be held in the Pittsburgh area, with a 
“... comprehensive 4-5 hour ‘boots on the ground’ tour of the USS 
Clairton facilities,” with a choice of two options – the plant’s coal and 
coke operations, or its chemicals and utilities operations. 

 
• The morning of the meeting’s first day would be closed to all ACCCI 

members except those who represent coke producing or tar refining 
member companies; it would focus on employee safety and 
environmental issues of interest/concern to those companies.  The 
plant tour would take place that afternoon; all member companies, 
including Industry Supplier members, could participate.  A “shared 
cost” group dinner of all attendees would be held that evening. 

 
• The second and final day of the meeting would be open to all 

members and would feature industry technical presentations.  The 
meeting would adjourn by 3:00 pm EDT or so. 

 
During the discussion which ensued, Mr. Rhoads indicated that his preferred 
dates for the Committee’s Fall 2021 Meeting were October 28-29, 2021, in 
the Pittsburgh, PA area.  Learning this, Mr. Ailor committed to sending the 
membership ASAP a “Save the Date” calendar invitation for those dates.  
Discussion of this topic concluded with the decision being made that, over 
the next few months, in the lead up to plans for the meeting being finalized 
and circulated to potential attendees, Mr. Rhoads will join the Officers on 
their monthly VMs to report on that planning. 
 

2. International Committee 
 

Mr. Ailor summarized the Census Bureau’s latest coke import statistics report - 
through February 2021 (pages 44-47 of the meeting materials). 

 
3. Membership Report 
 
 Membership Committee Chairman David Schoen gave the Report (page 48 

of the meeting materials). 
 
4. Regulatory Affairs Update 
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 Considering all the important issues requiring discussion and decisions by 
the Board during the VM and in the interest of ensuring there was sufficient 
time to discuss them, Mr. Ailor did not present his “Regulatory Affairs 
Update” PowerPoint presentation (furnished electronically to all meeting 
attendees prior to the meeting), that he regularly prepares for Board 
meetings.  Similarly, he did not discuss another document he had prepared 
for the meeting – the latest version of an ACCCI-maintained document 
entitled “Associations of Which ACCCI Is a Member/Regulatory-Focused 
Coalitions in Which ACCCI Participates” (pages 49-52 of the meeting 
materials).  He asked Board members to contact him if they had any 
questions on these documents. 
 

D. Statistical Programs Report 
 

Mr. Ailor and Ms. Deitch reported on the status of ACCCI’s quarterly statistical 
reports and annual benchmarking surveys (page 53 of the meeting materials).  Mr. 
Ailor noted that one 2020 Annual Report – “Total U.S. Coke Production” – 
remained incomplete because of his inability to obtain any 2020 coke production 
data from Bluestone Coke, whose membership in ACCCI has been suspended by 
the Board.  Insofar as this Annual Report, the Board directed Mr. Ailor to circulate, 
in the usual aggregated form, the 2020 coke production data he has obtained, but 
to note that those data do not include any data from Bluestone Coke. 

 
E. Financial Report 

 
1. Most Recent (March 2021) Financial Statement 

 
 Mr. Bishop led a review/discussion of the most recent ACCCI Financial 

Statement – that for March 2021 (pages 54-64 of the meeting materials).  
He reported that the Statement reflected the completion of one of the goals 
of ACCCI’s Officers and Immediate Past Chairman Rob Carlin dating back 
to last year - transitioning the formatting of ACCCI’s monthly financial 
statements from the Excel spreadsheet format used since at least the 
1990s, to a clearer, more transparent and more functional format powered 
by SAGE financial software that ACCCI has used to a small degree over the 
last several years.  John Dolby (Comptroller of ABC Coke) and Jan Deitch 
(Director of Administration for ACCCI) worked diligently over the last few 
months to complete this task.  And, the Officers and Mr. Carlin provided 
feedback throughout the process. 

 
 Mr. Ailor noted that, in mid-February, he had provided the Board, via e-mail, 

with the December 2020 Financial Statement in both the EXCEL format and 
the new SAGE format that the Officers and Mr. Carlin were recommending.  
In that e-mail, at the direction of the Officers and Mr. Carlin, he had asked 
Board members to inform him within a few days thereafter - on a “default 
calendar” basis - if they objected to ACCCI moving to the new, SAGE format 
going forward.  None informed him that they objected and, on that basis, he 
assumed that all were in agreement with moving to the new, SAGE format. 

 
 None present during the VM said anything to the contrary.  Based on that, it 

appears that all Board members are in agreement and ACCCI will continue 
preparing the monthly financial statements in the SAGE format. 
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2. Status of Dues Collections and Discussion of Board Policy for 
Delinquencies 

 
 Mr. Ailor and Ms. Deitch reported on this topic, noting that all ACCCI 

members had paid their 2021 dues.  Mr. Ailor noted, though, that the 
collection process had been a difficult one, with a few members being nearly 
three months late in paying, despite repeated monthly reminders/inquiries 
from ACCCI staff. 

 
With this in mind, he called to the Board’s attention a provision in Article III 
(“Dues”) of ACCCI’s Bylaws that he thought might prove useful in future 
years towards pressing delinquent members to pay.  That Article reads, as 
follows: 
 

Any member whose dues remain unpaid for more than three (3) 
months after the date when they are due and payable may, by order 
of the Board of Directors, be suspended from the Corporation until his 
dues have been paid.  During suspensions, member rights to attend 
meetings and to any other privileges of membership in the 
Corporation shall also be suspended.  Two months from the date on 
which the dues are payable, the Secretary, Treasurer or President 
shall notify all members in arrears. 

 
He asked the Board to approve a process whereby, in the case of a member 
whose dues remain unpaid for more than three months after the date when 
they are due and payable, ACCCI staff would confer with the Board Chair on 
the matter.  In that situation, the Chair could recommend to the Board that it 
suspend said member from ACCCI until the dues are paid.  All present 
approved of this process. 
 
Discussion of this topic concluded with Mr. Ailor reminding those present of 
a decision the Board made on November 12, 2020, during its 2020 Business 
Meeting.  Specifically, insofar as companies that do not pay their annual 
dues in a timely manner, despite multiple reminders from ACCCI staff and 
repeated efforts by staff to contact them, the Board decided that (1) ACCCI 
staff would, to the best of its ability, identify which, if any, Board member 
had sponsored the membership of a company that is delinquent in payment 
of its annual dues; (2) if a sponsoring Board member is identified, staff 
would ask that Board member to contact said company to inquire about 
payment; and, (3) if a Board member cannot be identified, then staff would 
contact the Board chair to inform him/her of such and determine how he/she 
wants to proceed.  The latest list of Board “sponsors” and the member 
company or companies they agreed to sponsor was included as page 65 of 
the meeting materials. 

 
3. Report/Recommendation/Discussion on Recent Inquiries about 

ACCCI’s “Associate” Membership Category 
 

Mr. Ailor reported that, in the last couple of months, ACCCI staff had 
received several inquiries from ACCCI member companies having 
“Associate” members (i.e., Individuals of Member Companies), about 2021 
invoices they had received for “Associate” dues.  Specifically, they were 
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asking staff to explain exactly what Associate members receive for those 
dues, which are $100/year.  Staff was at a loss for an answer to these 
inquiries. 
 
In preparation for the Board meeting, Mr. Ailor had researched the matter as 
best he could from the very limited number of archival materials in ACCCI’s 
files, both “hard copy” and electronic.  He found nothing in those files to 
indicate why the Associate membership category was created or what 
Associate members receive with their membership. 
 
The Officers and Mr. Carlin had discussed the matter during a recent VM 
and were of the opinion that the Associate dues should be ended.  However, 
during the May 6 VM, Chairman Bishop indicated that he had “second 
thoughts” about ending them, and thought that ACCCI’s creation and 
maintaining of a roster/list of Associate members would serve as a way to 
promote networking and the sharing of plant operating knowledge and 
practices among those listed.  At the request of Mr. Bishop, the Board 
postponed any decision(s) on the matter, pending further discussion of it by 
the Officers and Mr. Carlin. 

 
4. Report on the Tonawanda Coke Bankruptcy and the Status of the 

Claims ACCCI Filed 
 

Ms. Deitch is monitoring for ACCCI the Tonawanda Coke bankruptcy 
proceedings and the status of the claims ACCCI has filed in those 
proceedings.  She reported that there had been no recent developments on 
the matter. 

 
5. Report on Whether or Not Erie Coke Is in Bankruptcy and, if so, 

Whether ACCCI Should File Claims in that Proceeding 
 

Mr. Ailor reported that, in the last couple of weeks, he had contacted Paul 
Saffrin, CEO of Erie Coke, on another matter and had asked him whether or 
not Erie Coke is in bankruptcy.  Mr. Saffrin reported to him that there had 
been no change in Erie Coke’s status since last fall, when they last 
communicated – Erie Coke is (still) not in bankruptcy, and Mr. Saffrin will 
alert Mr. Ailor if and when it enters bankruptcy.  Mr. Ailor presumes that 
if/when that happens, the Board will want ACCCI to file claims in those 
proceedings, much as it has done in the Tonawanda Coke proceedings. 

 
5. Other Issues 
 

No other issues related to the financial report were discussed. 
 

F. Report of Task Force Charged with Offering Each of ACCCI’s Three Integrated 
Coke Producer Member Companies with One Company-Specific Board Seat 
in Exchange for Annual Dues of $25,000/Year 

 
Mr. Rhoads, who chairs the above referenced Board task force, reported on what 
the task force had done, to date.  He reported that the task force, which the Board 
created in December 2019 and includes Mr. Bishop, Mr. Schoen and himself, had 
made some initial contacts in recent weeks to the only other Integrated Coke 
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Producer member of ACCCI besides USS – Cleveland-Cliffs, which had acquired 
both AK Steel and ArcelorMittal during 2020.  The offer being made is to give each 
such member one seat on the Board in exchange for annual dues of $25,000 (i.e., 
½ of the $50,000 annual dues currently assessed Merchant Coke Producer 
members).  The individual at Cleveland-Cliffs with whom the offer was discussed – 
Katie Kistler – indicated that she would discuss it within her company and report 
back to us what she learns. 

 
G. Old and New Business 

 
1. Appointment of a Nominating Committee for Officers with Terms 

Expiring in 2022 (Dean Bishop, Jeff Wozek and Ron Burnette) 
 

Chairman Bishop asked for volunteers for a Nominating Committee for 
Officers with Terms Expiring in 2022 (i.e., Chairman Bishop, Vice Chairman 
Jeff Wozek and Secretary-Treasurer Ron Burnette).  The only Board 
member who volunteered was Mr. Carlin.  A motion was made that the 
Board approve the membership of the Committee.  It was MOVED and 
SECONDED to approve the motion.  The motion PASSED. 

 
2. ACCCI Website Issues 
 

a. Ceasing of Operations by ACCCI’s Website/Email Host Effective 
June 1, 2021, and the Need to Replace Same 

 
 Referring to page 66 of the meeting materials, Mr. Ailor and Ms. 

Deitch reported on the ceasing of operations on June 1, 2021, of 
ACCCI’s longtime web hosting service, ISQ Solutions, and the 
implications and options for ACCCI.  All customers, including ACCCI, 
will have to move their services (website, e-mail and domain hosting 
in the case of ACCCI) to a different provider by that date.  Among 
the more noteworthy things they reported on the matter were: 

 
• Revamped web hosting services are being offered by ISQ’s 

sister company (NETCUP). 
 
• Transfer and migration of ACCCI’s services to NETCUP 

would be carried out with minimal downtime. 
  
• The NETCUP web hosting service package includes website, 

emails, and domain. 
 
• The NETCUP web hosting service package cost is $14.43 

per month ($173.16 per year), compared to $438.75 per year 
for ISQ Solutions. 

 
All present agreed with the last point they made – that the timeliest, 
most cost effective, and easiest transfer/migration to a new web 
hosting service would be for ACCCI to go with the ISQ Solutions-
recommended sister company, NETCUP.  Following a brief 
discussion, the Board authorized ACCCI staff with moving forward 
ASAP with the transfer and migration of ACCCI’s services to 
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NETCUP. 
 
b. Need to Update Website 
 

Mr. Ailor reminded those present that, during the Board’s 2020 
Business Meeting, Mr. Bishop had commented that ACCCI’s website 
looked outdated and was in need of renovation, to make it more 
interactive and user-friendly.  ACCCI’s Officers were to discuss “next 
steps” on the issue during one of their monthly VMs, but had not 
done so to date.  During the next (May 2021) VM of the Officers to 
discuss a draft of the ACCCI Financial Report for April, he will ask 
them when/how they want to proceed on this. 

 
3. Other Business 
 

No other business was discussed. 
 

H. Executive Session (If Needed) 
 

There was no expressed need for an Executive Session. 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 PM EDT.  
 

 
      /s/ David C. Ailor    
      David C. Ailor, P.E., President 

 
 
Approved, 
 
/s/ Dean Bishop      
Dean Bishop, Chairman 
 
/s/ David E. Menotti      
David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
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