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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 
Pittsburgh Marriott City Center 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
 

              
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Saffrin called the meeting to order at 12:45 PM EDT and noted the presence of a 
quorum.   
 
NOTE:  Various meeting materials discussed during the meeting were provided to Board 
members before the meeting in the form of a Board book, which is on file at ACCCI’s offices. 

 
II. THOSE PRESENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
A. INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Those present introduced themselves.  The following persons were present: 
 
Directors 
Paul Saffrin, Chairman    Tonawanda Coke 
Dean Bishop     ABC Coke 
Dickie Owens     ABC Coke 
Ron Burnette     DTE Energy Services 
Rob Carlin     DTE Energy Services 
Scott Castleberry    ERP Compliant Coke 
Don Wiggins     ERP Compliant Coke 
Joe Dowd     Koppers, Inc. 
Dovie Majors     SunCoke 
Jeff Wozek     SunCoke 
Mike Durkin     Tonawanda Coke 
 
Staff 
David Ailor     President 
Jan Deitch     Director of Administration 
David Menotti, Esq.    General Counsel 

 
B. ANTITRUST STATEMENT 
 

General Counsel David Menotti provided a brief anti-trust compliance update for the 
Board.  He referenced ACCCI’s antitrust policy which was included as page 2 of the 
meeting materials. 

 
C. OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Mr. Ailor reviewed the logistics for the meeting. Chairman Saffrin announced that dinner 
that evening would be at 6:30 PM at McCormick and Schmick’s in downtown Pittsburgh 
a short walk from the Marriott.  Guests at dinner will be former Board members Andrew 
Aloe and Ray Terza, who formerly represented Shenango Inc. and USS, respectively.  
Ray will be joined by his wife, Linda.  David Menotti will be joined by his wife, Anne.,   
  

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 30, 2016, BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 

There was no discussion.  It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the Minutes of the last 
meeting of the Board of Directors held on Saturday, April 30, 2016, at the Hyatt Regency 
Coconut Point Resort and Spa in Bonita Springs, FL (pages 3-7 of the meeting materials).  There 
being no additions or corrections, the minutes were APPROVED without exception. 

 
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATES 
 

A. REGULATORY AFFAIRS UPDATE 
 

Mr. Ailor presented his “Regulatory Affairs Update” and reported on sector-specific and 
general industry regulatory issues of concern to the U.S. coke industry, regulatory issues 
of concern to the coal chemicals industry, and other important regulatory affairs issues. 
Documents to which he referred during his report were the “Regulatory-Focused 
Coalitions in Which ACCCI Participates” (pages 8-10 of the meeting materials); his 
“ACCCI Issues Update” for September 1-30, 2016 (pages 11-21 of the meeting 
materials); and, his “Regulatory Affairs Update” PowerPoint presentation for the meeting 
(furnished electronically to all meeting attendees prior to the meeting). 
 
Mr. Ailor reported on the COETF and noted that COETF Chairman Mark Poling (ABC 
Coke) is retiring, thus creating the need for a new COETF Chair. 
 

B. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
 

Mr. Ailor summarized the coke import statistics through August 2016 (pages 22-23 of the 
meeting materials).  There was a brief discussion regarding the need for a Chair of the 
International Committee.  The Board decided that the International Committee would 
remain without a Chair for now. 
 

C. MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

Ms. Deitch and Mr. Ailor reported on changes in membership since the April 30, 2016, 
Board meeting.  They referred those present to page 24 of the meeting materials where it 
was reported that J.G. Jr. Consulting & Associates and McKeown International, Inc. are 
not renewing their memberships.  Patriot Coal Sales and Norfolk Southern Corporation 
have not yet sent in their 2016 dues and Ms. Deitch will be contacting them again in an 
attempt to secure their dues payments. 
 
Discussion ensued, with no decisions being made, about filling the two vacant Board 
positions, including the integrated steel company position.  Next, discussion turned to the 
need for a Chair for the Membership Committee.  Rob Carlin volunteered to be the Chair 
of this Committee, and the Board accepted his offer.  As at prior meetings of the Board, 
the Board was urged to promote ACCCI membership to their business contacts. 
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V. STATISTICAL PROGRAMS REPORT 
 

Ms. Deitch and Mr. Ailor reported on the status of ACCCI’s quarterly statistical reports and 
annual benchmarking reports (page 25 of the meeting materials).  Mr. Ailor noted that ACCCI 
staff was having difficulty obtaining benchmarking information/data from some companies on 
two of the four annual benchmarking reports – the Tar Refiner Energy Benchmarking report and 
the Coke Producers HR Benchmarking report – and wanted guidance from the Board on how to 
proceed.  Joe Dowd noted that Koppers had not provided information/data for the Tar Refiner 
Energy Benchmarking report, and explained why – namely, that its information/data would be 
easily identifiable on ACCCI’s report as Koppers’ information/data, where the information/data is 
not aggregated, but listed on a blinded, plant-by-plant basis. 
 
Mr. Menotti counseled that all such reports needed to follow the “rule of three,” meaning that at 
least three companies must provide information/data, and the information/data need to be 
aggregated to ensure the confidentiality of each company’s information/data. After fully 
discussing the matter, it was MOVED, SECONDED and APPROVED to discontinue the Tar 
Refiner Energy Benchmarking report and the Coke Producers HR Benchmarking report because 
of concerns about the potential lack of confidentiality of the tabulated information/data.. 

 
VI. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

A.       MOST RECENT (SEPTEMBER 2016) FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

Mr. Saffrin and Mr. Ailor led a review of ACCCI’s most recent monthly financial 
statement - that for September 2016, reflecting income and expenses through the end of 
September (pages 26-32 of the meeting materials).  Focusing on the income and expense 
lines for the 2016 Annual Meeting, Mr. Saffrin asked if ACCCI historically incurred a loss 
on the Spring (now Annual) Meeting, as it did for the 2016 Meeting.  Ms. Deitch 
explained that historically ACCCI showed a gain for the Spring (now Annual) Meeting, 
but with rising food and beverage costs and other related meeting expenses and a decline 
in meeting registrations, there has been a loss shown for the Spring (now Annual) Meeting 
over the past few years. 
 

B.       APPROVAL OF 2015 AUDIT   
 

The 2015 Audit report prepared by Patton and Company CPAs was reviewed and 
discussed (pages 33-42 of the meeting materials).  It was MOVED and SECONDED to 
accept the 2015 audit report.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

C. APPROVAL OF 2016 AUDITOR 
 

A proposal from Patton and Company CPAs to conduct the 2016 audit, with a $100 
increase over the cost for the 2015 audit for a cost of not-to-exceed $3,500, was discussed 
(page 43 of the meeting materials).  It was MOVED and SECONDED to accept the 
proposal, which would include preparation of ACCCI’s Form 990 income tax return.  
MOTION PASSED. 
 

 D. APPROVAL OF 2017 BUDGET 
 

Mr. Ailor presented a proposed 2017 budget (pages 44-49 of the meeting materials).  It 
was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the 2017 budget.  MOTION PASSED. 



 

4 
 

 
VII. MEETINGS UPDATE 
 

A. MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

Mr. Ailor and Ms. Deitch updated those present on upcoming ACCCI meetings (page 50 
of the meeting materials), including a tentative January 2017 Board conference call (if 
needed); the Spring 2017 Meeting of the MESH Committee on April 6-7, 2017 in Hilton 
Head Island, SC; and, the 2017 Annual Meeting on April 29-April 30, 2017, at the Resort 
at Longboat Key Club in Longboat Key, FL.  

 
 B.  DISCUSSION ON FALL 2017 BUSINESS MEETING DATE/LOCATION 
   

Those present agreed that, like the Fall 2016 Business Meeting of the Board of Directors, 
the Fall 2017 Business Meeting should be held in same time frame and at the same hotel 
as the Met Coke World Summit.  Discussion concluded with the decision being made 
once the date and location of the Met Coke World Summit 2017 are known, Mr. Ailor 
would poll the Board as to whether Board members wanted to meet the day before or the 
last day of the World Summit and, based on the results, schedule the meeting 
accordingly. 

 
C. DISCUSSION ON 2018 ANNUAL MEETING DATE/LOCATION 

   
Mr. Ailor explained that ACCCI staff would like direction from the Board on when and 
where the 2018 Annual Meeting would be held.  He referred those present to a document 
listing the locations where ACCCI meetings had been or would be held from 1998 – 2017 
(pages 51-52 of the meeting materials).  Discussion concluded with the decision being 
made that the 2018 Annual Meeting would be held at the Resort at Longboat Key Club in 
Longboat Key, FL, over a weekend on or about April 28-29, 2018, depending on resort 
availability, .  

 
VIII. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. ACCCI’S CONTINUING TO PROVIDE DIALIN AND WEB CONFERENCE 

OPTIONS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MESH COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
 
Dean Bishop, Chairman of the MESH Committee, and Mr. Ailor reported that one topic 
discussed during the Fall 2016 Meeting of the MESH Committee held on October 6-7, 
2016, in Birmingham, AL was whether or not ACCCI should continue providing dialin 
and web conference options for company representatives unable to attend but wanting to 
participate in the semiannual meetings.  Mr. Ailor noted that in preparation for the Board 
meeting, he had requested and obtained feedback from MESH Committee members on 
the matter.  The feedback was along clearly delineated lines, with all integrated coke 
producers (who, typically, are unable to attend the meetings) wanting to continue the 
practice, and all merchant coke producers wanting to end it, primarily over fears about 
discussing sensitive industry and company issues without knowing exactly who is 
listening in to the discussion.  The e-mails Mr. Ailor had received from integrated coke 
producers voicing support for continuation were included in the meeting materials (pages 
53-58 of the meeting materials).   
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Mr. Menotti counseled against discontinuing the option, on the basis that doing so would 
upset an important segment of ACCCI’s membership – integrated coke producers.  Dovie 
Majors thought that she could identify a cost effective dialin/web conference option that 
would provide some certainty about who was participating via this option, and 
volunteered to research it.  Discussion concluded with the decision being made that Ms. 
Majors would research it, towards the Board making an informed decision on the matter. 
 

B. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Ailor reported that Ms. Deitch and he had prepared written descriptions of their job 
responsibilities, for the Board’s information and use should something befall either of 
them.  The two descriptions were included in the meeting materials (pages 59-66 of the 
meeting materials).  
  

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A.      OCTOBER 13, 2016, PROPOSAL FROM ACCCI GENERAL COUNSEL DAVID 
            MENOTTI TO CONTINUE SERVING AS GENERAL COUNSEL FOLLOWING  
            HIS FEBRUARY 2017 RETIREMENT FROM CROWELL & MORING           
 

An Executive Session was held to discuss an October 13, 2016, proposal from General 
Counsel David Menotti to continue serving as General Counsel following his February 
2017 retirement from Crowell & Moring (pages 68-70 of the meeting materials).  Before 
the Executive Session began, Chairman Saffrin asked Mr. Menotti to step out of the 
room.  Before doing so, Mr. Menotti delegated to Mr. Ailor the responsibility for 
ensuring that the discussion was in accordance with ACCCI’s antitrust policy, which was 
included as page 2 of the meeting materials.  Once Mr. Menotti was out of the room, the 
Board began discussing Mr. Menotti’s proposal. 
 
In his proposal, Mr. Menotti explained: 
 

“As you know, I am retiring from Crowell & Moring in February of 2017.  I am 
willing to continue to serve as General Counsel of the American Coke and Coal 
Chemicals Institute (ACCCI) following my retirement from Crowell, under the 
same arrangement that has governed my service while at Crowell, i.e., a fixed 
annual retainer of $20,000, payable in two installments (June and December) 
over the course of the year, plus expenses.  At this time, I am prepared to commit 
to continuing to serve through the end of 2017, and will evaluate in the Fall of 
2017 whether I am willing to serve for a longer period.” 

 
The Board concluded a full discussion of Mr. Menotti’s proposal by making several 
decisions, including decisions that (1) Chairman Saffrin, acting on behalf of the Board, 
would meet “one on one” with Mr. Menotti, at the earliest opportunity, to (a) ask that Mr. 
Menotti reduce the retainer he is proposing, considering the difficult economic climate 
the industry now faces; and, (b) convey to Mr. Menotti that the Board would like more 
than a few months’ notice concerning his willingness to serve beyond the end of 2017; 
and, (2) Chairman Saffrin would inform Mr. Ailor once he had met with Mr. Menotti, 
towards his scheduling a conference call of the Board during which Chairman Saffrin 
would report on his meeting and, subsequently, the Board would review/discuss and 
decide “next steps” on the matter. 
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B.         OTHER BUSINESS 
   
  No other business was discussed. 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Saffrin presented closing remarks.  There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:00 PM. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
       
      /s/ David C. Ailor    
      David C. Ailor, P.E., President 

Approved, 
 
/s/ Paul Saffrin    
Paul Saffrin, Chairman 
 
/s/ David E. Menotti      
David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
 














































































































































	ACCCI Board Mtg_OCT 2016_Minutes - Final
	Handouts for 2016 Business Meeting of the ACCCI BOD

