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AMERICAN COKE AND COAL CHEMICALS INSTIUTE 
MINUTES OF THE CONFERENCE CALL 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
TO DISCUSS A BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR 2020 

 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

2:00 PM EST 
 
  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Board Chairman Rob Carlin called the conference call to order at 2:05 PM EST. 
 
II. THOSE PRESENT 

 
A. Introductions 

 
Those present introduced themselves.  The following were present: 

 
Directors 
Rob Carlin, Chairman DTE Energy Services 
Dean Bishop, Vice Chairman ABC Coke 
Jeff Wozek, Secretary-Treasurer SunCoke Energy 
Dickie Owens ABC Coke 
Dave Schoen Koppers, Inc. 
Matt Kraeuter ThyssenKrupp Industrial Solutions 
Mike Rhoads U. S. Steel 
 
Staff 
David Ailor President 
Jan Deitch (via telephone) Director of Administration 
David Menotti General Counsel 

 
III. APPROVAL OF 2020 BUDGET 

 
Chairman Carlin reported that he had developed a budget proposal for ACCCI’s 2020 Fiscal Year, 
which begins January 1, 2020.  The proposal, a “.pdf” of which Mr. Ailor had circulated to the 
Board via e-mail on December 5, is essentially balanced and includes no increase in annual dues for 
any membership category.  Chairman Carlin noted that the proposal did not accommodate the 
budget recommendations of the MESH Committee’s Coalitions Subcommittee on associations and 
regulatory-focused coalitions of which ACCCI should be a member during 2020 (which Mr. Ailor 
had included with his December 5, e-mail), calling for $45,000 in expenditures, because ACCCI 
could only afford $20,000] and still balance the budget.  It was MOVED and SECONDED to 
approve the 2020 budget.  MOTION PASSED.  Chairman Carlin directed that the MESH 
Committee Coalitions Subcommittee advise the Board on how the amount included in the Budget 
for Coalition expenditures should be allocated. 
 
Mr. Rhoads, who also serves as the Chairman of ACCCI’s MESH Committee, commented that 
thought should be given to ways to bring in more money to ACCCI, which might lessen the need to 
make such cuts.  He suggested that, as the Board member that represents Integrated Coke Producers, 
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he could reach out to representatives of the two Integrated Coke Producers not represented on the 
Board – AK Steel and ArcelorMittal – to see if they would entertain joining USS in each receiving a 
seat on the Board in exchange for higher annual dues.  All present supported this concept, thinking 
that it could not only bring in more money to ACCCI, but also increase the participation of the 
integrated sector in ACCCI events, including the Annual Meetings.  Following a full discussion, it 
was MOVED and SECONDED to form a Board task force of Mr. Rhoads (Chair), Mr. Bishop and 
Mr. Schoen to approach the managements of all three Integrated Coke Producers - AK Steel, 
ArcelorMittal and USS - with an offer of one seat on the Board in exchange for annual dues of 
$25,000 (i.e., ½ of the $50,000 annual dues currently assessed Merchant Coke Producers).  
MOTION PASSED. 
 
Then, Mr. Schoen, as the Board member that represents Tar Distillers, made a suggestion relative to 
that membership category’s representation on the Board.  Specifically, he could reach out to a 
representative of the other large tar distiller in the ACCCI membership – Ruetgers – to see if that 
company would be interested in joining Koppers on the Board, on the basis of the large amount of tar 
it distills annually.  All present supported this concept, thinking that it could increase the number of 
companies participating in ACCCI events, including the Annual Meetings.  Following a full 
discussion, it was MOVED and SECONDED to form another Board task force of Mr. Schoen 
(Chair) and Mr. Bishop to approach the management of Ruetgers with an offer of one seat on the 
Board, in recognition of the large amount of tar it distills annually.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
Both task forces are to report their findings to the Board during the Board’s Spring 2020 Meeting on 
Thursday, April 23, 2020, at the Westin Hilton Head Island Resort & Spa on Hilton Head Island, SC. 
 
Finally, Mr. Ailor noted that, with the approved budget for 2020 providing no funds for bringing in 
outside speakers for the 2020 Annual Meeting, thought should be given to seeking speakers from 
those who might be planning to attend the Annual Meeting.  Three outside speakers have 
historically spoken at the Annual meetings.  Mr. Bishop, who is the Program Chair for the 2020 
Annual Meeting, and Mr. Rhoads volunteered to serve on a Program Task Force to develop a 
Program inclusive of speakers for the Annual Meeting.  Mr. Ailor, who offered to assist in the effort, 
noted that the Task Force needs to complete the Program by the end of January 2020 because, in 
early February, ACCCI will be providing the membership with a Meeting Notice inclusive of the 
Program, towards members making plans to attend. 
 

IV. DISCUSSION/DECISION ON ERP COKE/BLUESTONE COKE’S FAILURE 
TO PAY ITS 2019 ANNUAL DUES 

 
Mr. Ailor reported that, on November 12, 2019, at the direction of the Board, he had 
sent Don Wiggins, one of the two Board members for ERP Coke/Bluestone Coke, an 
e-mail demanding payment of the company’s 2019 Annual Dues within 30 calendar 
days.  The 30-day deadline for payment is Thursday, December 12, or the day after 
today’s Board call, and ACCCI has received no response or payment whatsoever.  Mr. 
Ailor asked how the Board wanted to proceed. 
 
Mr. Carlin directed Mr. Ailor to circulate a Doodle poll to the Board, towards the 
Board having a call during the second or third week of January 2020 to discuss/decide 
on the matter.  Mr. Ailor said he would do so. 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 PM EST.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ _ _________________________ 
David C. Ailor, P.E., President 

/s/__________ 
Rob Carlin, Chairman 
 
/s/_______________ 

  David E. Menotti, Esq., General Counsel 
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